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(57) Abstract 

A method and system (1 10) for monitoring both an industrial process and a sensor (104). The method and system include determining 
a minimum number of sensor pairs needed to test the industrial process as well as the sensor (104) for evaluating the state of operation 
of both. After obtaining two signals associated with one physical variable, a difference function is obtained by determining the arithmetic 
difference between the pair of signals over time. A frequency domain transformation is made of the difference function to obtain Fourier 
modes describing a composite function. A residual function is obtained by subtracting the composite function from the difference function 
and the residual function (free of nonwhite noise) is analyzed by a statistical probability ratio (est. 
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An Expert System for Testing Industrial Processes and 
Determining Sensor Status 



The United States Government has rights in this invention pursuant to 
Contract W-3 1-109-ENG-38 between the U.S. Department of Energy and the University of 
Chicago. 

The present invention is concerned generally with an expert system and method for 
reliably monitoring industrial processes using a set of sensors. More particularly, the 
invention is concerned with an expert system and method for establishing a network of 
industrial sensors for parallel monitoring of industrial devices. The expert system includes a 
network of highly sensitive pattern recognition modules for automated parameter 
surveillance using a sequential probability ratio test. 

Conventional parameter-surveillance schemes are sensitive only to gross changes in 
the mean value of a process, or to large steps or spikes that exceed some threshold limit 
check. These conventional methods suffer from either large numbers of false alarms (if 
thresholds are set too close to normal operating levels) or a large number of missed (or 
delayed) alarms (if the thresholds are set too expansively). Moreover, most conventional 
methods cannot perceive the onset of a process disturbance or sensor deviation which gives 
rise to a signal below the threshold level for an alarm condition. 

In another conventional monitoring method, the Sequential Probability Ratio Test 
("SPRT") has found wide application as a signal validation tool in the nuclear reactor 
industry. Two features of the SPRT technique make it attractive for parameter surveillance 
and fault detection: (1) early annunciation of the onset of a disturbance in noisy process 
variables, and (2) the SPRT technique has user-specifiable false-alarm and missed-alarm 
probabilities. One important drawback of the SPRT technique that has limited its adaptation 
to a broader range of applications is the fact that its mathematical formalism is founded upon 
an assumption that the signals it is monitoring are purely Gaussian, independent (white 
noise) random variables. 
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It is therefore an object of the invention to provide an improved method and system 
for continuous evaluation and/or modification of industrial processes and/or sensors 
monitoring the processes. 

It is also an object of the invention to provide an improved method and system for 
automatically configuring a set of sensors to monitor an industrial process. 

It is another object of the invention to provide a novel method and system for 
statistically processing industrial process signals having virtually any form of noise signal. 

It is a further object of the invention to provide an improved method and system 
employing identical pairs of sensors for obtaining redundant readings of physical processes 
from an industrial process. 

It is still an additional object of the invention to provide a novel method and system 
utilizing a plurality of signal pairs to generate difference functions to be analyzed for alarm 
information. 

It is still a further object of the invention to provide an improved method and system 
including a plurality of single sensors for each industrial device or process for providing a 
real signal characteristic of a process and further providing a predicted sensor signal 
allowing formation of a difference signal between the predicted and real signal for 
subsequent analysis. 

It is also an object of the invention to provide a novel method and system wherein 
difference functions are formed from pairs of sensor signals operating in parallel to monitor 
a plurality of like industrial devices. 

It is yet an additional object of the invention to provide an improved method and 
system utilizing variable and multiple pairs of sensors for determining both sensor 
degradation and industrial process status. 

It is still another object of the invention to provide a novel method and system having 
a plurality of sensors analytically configured by an expert system to establish the minimum 
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array of coupled sensors needed to monitor each sensor as well as the industrial process or 

devices. 

An expert system has been developed that continuously monitors digitized signals 
from a set of sensors which are measuring a variety of physical variables (e.p.. temperature, 
pressure, radiation level, vibration level, etc.). The expert system employs a sensitive 
pattern-recognition technique, the sequential probability ratio test ("SPRT") technique for 
early annunciation of sensor operability degradation. A SPRT module can monitor output 
from two identical sensors and determine if the statistical quality of the noise associated with 
either signal begins to change. In applications involving two or more industrial devices 
operated in parallel and equipped with identical sensors, a SPRT module applied to pairs of 
sensors monitoring the same physical process on the respective devices will provide sensitive 
annunciation of any physical disturbance affecting one of the devices. If each industrial 
device had only one sensor, it would not be possible for the SPRT technique to distinguish 
between equipment degradation and degradation of the sensor itself. In this application the 
primary benefit of the SPRT method would derive from its very early annunciation of the 
onset of the disturbance. Having this valuable information, additional diagnosis can then be 
performed to check the performance and calibration status of the sensor and to identify the 
root-cause of the signal anomaly. 

For cases where each industrial device is equipped with multiple, redundant sensors, 
one can apply SPRT modules to pairs of sensors on each individual device for sensor- 
operability verification. In this case the expert system provides not only early annunciation 
of the onset of a disturbance, but also can distinguish between equipment degradation and 
degradation of its sensors. Moreover, when the expert system determines that the cause of 
the discrepant signals is due to a degraded sensor, it can identify the specific sensor that has 
failed. 

In a simple generic application involving a single industrial device equipped with 
triply-redundant sensors for measurement of two physical variables, the expert system first 
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identifies the minimum unique set of signal pairs that will be needed for the network of 
interacting SPRT modules. Further, the system can operate using two industrial devices 
working in parallel ( e.g.. jet engines, propeller drive motors on a ship, turbomachinery in an 
industrial plant, etc.). Again the expert system identifies the pair-wise sensor combinations 
that it uses subsequently in building the conditional branching hierarchy for the 
SPRT-module configuration. 

Other objects, features, alternative forms and advantages of the present invention will 
be readily apparent from the following description of the preferred embodiments thereof, 
taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings described below. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

FIGURE 1 illustrates the specified output of a pump's power output over time; 

FIGURE 2 shows a Fourier composite curve generated using the pump spectral output 
of FIG. 1; 

FIGURE 3 illustrates a residual function characteristic of the difference between 
FIGS. 1 and 2; 

FIGURE 4 A shows a periodogram of the spectral data of FIG. 1 and FIG. 4B shows a 
periodogram of the residual function of FIG. 3; 

FIGURE 5A illustrates a noise histogram for the pump power output of FIG. 1 and 
FIG. 5B illustrates a noise histogram for the residual function of FIG. 3; 

FIGURE 6A shows an unmodified delayed neutron detector signal from a first sensor 
and FIG. 6B is for a second neutron sensor; FIG. 6C shows a difference function 
characteristic of the difference between data in FIG. 6A and 6B and FIG. 6D shows the data 
output from a SPRT analysis with alarm conditions indicated by the diamond symbols; 

FIGURE 7A illustrates an unmodified delayed neutron detector signal from a first 
sensor and FIG. 7B is for a second neutron sensor; FIG. 7C shows a difference function for 
the difference between the data of FIG, 7A and 7B and FIG. 7D shows the result of using the 
instant invention to modify the difference function to provide data free of serially correlated 
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noise to the SPRT analysis to generate alarm information and with alarm conditions 
indicated by the diamond signals; 

FIGURE 8 A and B illustrate a schematic functional flow diagram of the invention 
with FIG. 8 A showing a first phase of the method of the invention and FIG. 8B shows the 



FIGURE 9 illustrates a plurality of sensors monitoring two physical variables of a 
single industrial device; 

FIGURE 10 illustrates triply-redundant sensors monitoring two physical variables for 
two industrial devices; 

FIGURE 1 1 illustrates an overall system structure employing the sensor array of 
FIG. 10; 

FIGURE 12 illustrates triply-redundant sensors monitoring one physical variable for 
three industrial devices; 

FIGURE 13 illustrates a logic diagram and conditional branching structure for an 
equipment surveillance module; and 

FIGURE 14 illustrates a system of industrial devices and development of SPRT 
modules for monitoring the system. 



In a method of the invention signals from industrial process sensors can be used to 
annunciate, modify or terminate degrading or anomalous processes. The sensor signals are 
manipulated to provide input data to a statistical analysis technique, such as a process 
entitled Sequential Probability Ratio Test ("SPRT"). Details of this process and the 
invention therein are disclosed in S.N. 07/827,776 which is incorporated by reference herein 
in its entirety. A further illustration of the use of SPRT for analysis of data bases is set forth 
in U.S. Pat. No. 5,410,422 and copending application of the assignee SN 08/068,713, also 
incorporated by reference herein in their entirety. The procedures followed in a preferred 
methods are shown generally in FIG. 8 and also in FIG. 12. In performing such a preferred 



application of the method of the invention; 



Detailed Description of Preferred Embodiments 
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analysis of the sensor signals, a dual transformation method is performed, insofar as it entails 
both a frequency-domain transformation of the original time-series data and a subsequent 
time-domain transformation of the resultant data. The data stream that passes through the 
dual frequency-domain, time-domain transformation is then processed with the SPRT 
procedure, which uses a log-likelihood ratio test. A computer software package, 
Appendix A, is also attached hereto covering the SPRT procedure and its implementation in 
the context of, and modified by, the instant invention. 

In one preferred embodiment, successive data observations are performed on a 
discrete process Y, which represents a comparison of the stochastic components of physical 
processes monitored by a sensor and most preferably pairs of sensors. In practice, the Y 
function is obtained by simply differencing the digitized signals from two respective sensors. 
Let y k represent a sample from the process Y at time t k During normal operation with an 
undegraded physical system and with sensors that are functioning within specifications the 
y k should be normally distributed with mean of zero. Note that if the two signals being 
compared do not have the same nominal mean values (due, for example, to differences in 
calibration), then the input signals will be pre-normalized to the same nominal mean values 
during initial operation. 

In performing the monitoring of industrial processes, the system's purpose is to 
declare a first system, a second system, etc., degraded if the drift in Y is sufficiently large 
that the sequence of observations appears to be distributed about a mean +M or -M, where M 
is our pre-assigned system-disturbance magnitude. We would like to devise a quantitative 
framework that enables us to decide between two hypotheses, namely: 

Hj : Y is drawn from a Gaussian probability distribution function ("PDF") with mean 
M and variance a 2 . 

H 2 : Y is drawn from a Gaussian PDF with mean 0 and variance a 2 . 
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We will suppose that if H, or H 2 is true, we wish to decide for H, or H 2 with 
probability (1 - (3) or (1 - a), respectively, where a and P represent the error 
(misidentification) probabilities. 

From the conventional, well known theory of Wald, the test depends on the likelihood 
ratio 1 n , where 

The probability of observed sequence y„ y 2 ... f y n given H, true 

K = _ (i) 

The probability of observed sequence y h y 2 ... f y n given H 2 true 
After V observations have been made, the sequential probability ratio is just the 
product of the probability ratios for each step: 

l n = (PR 1 ).(PR 2 )....-(PR T1 ) (2) 

or 

f(y|H.) 
xmi f(y.|H,) 

where f(y|H) is the distribution of the random variable y. 

Wald's theory operates as follows: Continue sampling as long as A<l n <B. Stop 
sampling and decide H, as soon as l^B, and stop sampling and decide H 2 as soon as l^A. 
The acceptance thresholds are related to the error (misidentification) probabilities by the 

following expressions: 

A = and B = — ^ (4) 
\-a a 

The (user specified) value of a is the probability of accepting Hi when H 2 is true (false 
alarm probability). P is the probability of accepting H 2 when H, is true (missed alarm 
probability). 



WO 97/14105 PCT/US96/16092 

8 

If we can assume that the random variable y k is normally distributed, then the 
likelihood that H, is true (i.e.. mean M, variance a 2 ) is given by: 



L(y,,y,..,yjH 1 ) = ^ n exp[- i L 2 (X^-2t yk M + X M')] (5) 
Similarly for H 2 (mean 0, variance a 3 ): 



(2*)* 

k-l k-l k-l 



i^..y a -".y-iH a )-^ 5 ^ 11 exp(-^ a X'0 («) 



k-l 



The ratio of (5) and (6) gives the likelihood ratio 1„ 
^~p[-^X M(M-2y k )] 



(7) 



Combining (4) and (7), and taking natural logs gives 

n 

^A^Z M(M-2y k )<b^ (8) 

1-a 2a 2 ^ k a 

k-l 

Our sequential sampling and decision strategy can be concisely represented as: 

Ifl n <ln-^-, Accept H 2 (9) 

1 - a 

If In -2— <l n <ln , Continue Sampling ( 1 0) 

I- a a 

Andifl n >ln^, Accept H, (11) 

a 

Following Wald's sequential analysis, it is conventional that a decision test based on 
the log likelihood ratio has an optimal property; that is, for given probabilities a and p there 
is no other procedure with at least as low error probabilities or expected risk and with shorter 
length average sampling time. 

A primary limitation that has heretofore precluded the applicability of Wald-type 
binary hypothesis tests for sensor and equipment surveillance strategies lies in the primary 
assumption upon which Wald's .theory is predicated; ur, that the original process Y is strictly 
"white" noise, independently-distributed random data. White noise is thus well known to be 
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a signal which is uncorrelated. Such white noise can, for example, include Gaussian noise. It 
is, however, very rare to find physical process variables associated with operating machinery 
that are not contaminated with serially-correlated, deterministic noise components. Serially 
con-elated noise components are conventionally known to be signal data whose successive 
time point values are dependent on one another. Noise components include, for example, 
auto-correlated (also known as serially correlated) noise and Markov dependent noise. 
Auto-correlated noise is a known form of noise wherein pairs of correlation coefficients . 
describe the time series correlation of various data signal values along the time series of data. 

That is, the data Ui, U2, . . U n have correlation coefficients (Uj, U2), (U2, U3) (U n _ 

1, U n ) and likewise have correlation coefficients (Ui, U3) (U2, U4), etc. If these data are 
auto-correlated, at least some of the coefficients are non-zero. Markov dependent noise, on 
the other hand, is a very special form of correlation between past and future data signals. 
Rather, given the value of Ufc, the values of U n , n > k, do not depend on the values of Uj 
where j < k. This implies the correlation pairs (Uj, U n ), given the value Ufc, are all zero. If, 
however, the present value is imprecise, then the correlation coefficients may be nonzero. 
One form of this invention can overcome this limitation to conventional surveillance 
strategies by integrating the Wald sequential-test approach with a new dual transformation 
technique. This symbiotic combination of frequency-domain transformations and time- 
domain transformations produces a tractable solution to a particularly difficult problem that 
has plagued signal-processing specialists for many years. 

In one preferred embodiment of the method shown in detail in FIG. 8, serially- 
correlated data signals from an industrial process can be rendered amenable to the SPRT 
testing methodology described hereinbefore. This is preferably done by performing a 
frequency-domain transformation of the original difference function Y. A particularly 
preferred method of such a frequency transformation is accomplished by generating a 
Fourier series using a set of highest T number of modes. Other procedures for rendering 
the data amenable to SPRT methods includes, for example, auto regressive techniques, 
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which can accomplish substantially similar results described herein for Fourier analysis. In 
the preferred approach of Fourier analysis to determine the "I" highest modes (see FIG. 8A) 

Y « = 7 + £ fr» cos °- { + b m sin ffi m0 (12) 

rn-i 

where a</2 is the mean value of the series, a,„ and b m are the Fourier coefficients 
corresponding to the Fourier frequency co m , and N is the total number of observations. 
Using the Fourier coefficients, we next generate a composite function, X,, using the values 
of the largest harmonics identified in the Fourier transformation of Y t . The following 
numerical approximation to the Fourier transform is useful in detenruning the Fourier 
coefficients a m and b m . Let x i be the value of X, at the jth time increment. Then assuming 2 
n periodicity and letting 

<D m = 2mri/N, the approximation to the Fourier transform yields: 

^ = ^ X)C0SfflJ b - = ^Z X i Sill(0 n,j (13) 

for 0 <m <N/2. Furthermore, the power spectral density ("PSD") function for the signal is 
given by l m where 

a' m + b' m 

L=N (14) 

2 

To keep the signal bandwidth as narrow as possible without distorting the PSD, no spectral 
windows or smoothing are used in our implementation of the frequency-domain 
transformation. In analysis of a pumping system of the EBR-II reactor of Argonne National 
Laboratory, the Fourier modes corresponding to the eight highest 1„ provide the amplitudes 
and frequencies contained in X,. In our investigations for the particular pumping system data 
taken, the highest eight 1„ modes were found to give an accurate reconstruction of X, while 
reducing most of the serial correlation for the physical variables studied. In other industrial 
processes, the analysis could result in more or fewer modes being needed to accurately 
construct the functional behavior of a composite curve. Therefore, the number of modes 
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used is a variable which is iterated to minimize the degree of nonwhite noise for any given 
application. As noted in FIG. 8A a variety of noise tests are applied in order to remove 
serially correlated noise. 

The reconstruction of X, uses the general form of Eqn. (12), where the coefficients 
and frequencies employed are those associated with the eight highest PSD values. This 
yields a Fourier composite curve (see end of flowchart in FIG. 8 A) with essentially the same 
correlation structure and the same mean as Y r Finally, we generate a discrete residual 
function R, by differencing corresponding values of Y t and X l . This residual function, which 
is substantially devoid of serially correlated contamination, is then processed with the SPRT 
technique described hereinbefore. 

In a specific example application of the above referenced methodology, certain 
variables were monitored from the Argonne National Laboratory reactor EBR-II. In 
particular, EBR-II reactor coolant pumps (RCPs) and delayed neutron (DN) monitoring 
systems were tested continuously to demonstrate the power and utility of the invention. All 
data used in this investigation were recorded during full-power, steady state operation at 
EBR-II. The data have been digitized at a 2-per-second sampling rate using 2 U (16,384) 
observations for each signal of interest. 

FIGS. 1-3 illustrate data associated with the preferred spectral filtering approach as 
applied to the EBR-II primary pump power signal, which measures the power (in kW) 
needed to operate the pump. The basic procedure of FIG. 8 was then followed in the 
analysis. FIG. 1 shows 136 minutes of the original signal as it was digitized at the 2-Hz 
sampling rate. FIG. 2 shows a Fourier composite constructed from the eight most prominent 
harmonics identified in the original signal. The residual function, obtained by subtracting 
the Fourier composite curve from the raw data, is shown in FIG. 3. Periodograms of the raw 
signal and the residual function have been computed and are plotted in FIG. 4. Note the 
presence of eight depressions in the periodogram of the residual function in FIG. 4B, 
corresponding to the most prominent periodicities in the original, unfiltered data. 
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Histograms computed from the raw signal and the residual function are plotted in FIG. 5. 
For each histogram shown we have superimposed a Gaussian curve (solid line) computed 
from a purely Gaussian distribution having the same mean and variance. Comparison of 
FIG. 5 A and 5B provide a clear demonstration of the effectiveness of the spectral filtering in 
reducing asymmetry in the histogram. Quantitatively, this decreased asymmetry is reflected 
in a decrease in the skewness (or third moment of the noise) from 0. 15 (raw signal) to 0. 10 
(residual function). 

It should be noted here that selective spectral filtering, which we have designed to 
reduce the consequences of serial correlation in our sequential testing scheme, does not 
require that the degree of nonnormality in the data will also be reduced. For many of the 
signals we have investigated at EBR-I1, the reduction in serial correlation is, however, 
accompanied by a reduction in the absolute value of the skewness for the residual function. 

To quantitatively evaluate the improvement in whiteness effected by the spectral 
filtering method, we employ the conventional Fisher Kappa white noise test. For each time 
series we compute the Fisher Kappa statistic from the defining equation 

where l(co k ) is the PSD function (see Eq. 14) at discrete frequencies co k , and 1(L) signifies the 
largest PSD ordinate identified in the stationary time series. 

The Kappa statistic is the ratio of the largest PSD ordinate for the signal to the 
average ordinate for a PSD computed from a signal contaminated with pure white noise. For 
EBR-II the power signal for the pump used in the present example has a K of 1940 and 68.7 
for the raw signal and the residual function, respectively. Thus, we can say that the spectral 
filtering procedure has reduced the degree of nonwhiteness in the signal by a factor of 28. 
Strictly speaking, the residual function is still not a pure white noise process. The 95% 
critical value for Kappa for a time series with 2 M observations is 12.6. This means that only 
for computed Kappa statistics lower than 12.6 could we accept the null hypothesis that the 
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signal is contaminated by pure white noise. The fact that our residual function is not purely 
white is reasonable on a physical basis because the complex interplay of mechanisms that 
influence the stochastic components of a physical process would not be expected to have a 
purely white correlation structure. The important point, however, is that the reduction in 
nonwhiteness effected by the spectral filtering procedure using only the highest eight 
harmonics in the raw signal has been found to preserve the pre-specified false alarm and 
missed alarm probabilities in the SPRT sequential testing procedure (see below). Table I 
summarizes the computed Fisher Kappa statistics for thirteen EBR-II plant signals that are 
used in the subject surveillance systems. In every case the table shows a substantial 
improvement in signal whiteness. 

The complete SPRT technique integrates the spectral decomposition and filtering 
process steps described hereinbefore with the known SPRT binary hypothesis procedure. 
The process can be illustratively demonstrated by application of the SPRT technique to two 
redundant delayed neutron detectors (designated DND A and DND B) whose signals were 
archived during long-term normal (i.e.. undegraded) operation with a steady DN source in 
EBR-II. For demonstration purposes a SPRT was designed with a false alarm rate, a, of 
0.01. Although this value is higher than we would designate for a production surveillance 
system, it gives a reasonable frequency of false alarms so that asymptotic values of a can be 
obtained with only tens of thousands of discrete observations. According to the theory of the 
SPRT technique, it can be easily proved that for pure white noise (such as Gaussian), 
independently distributed processes, a provides an upper bound to the probability (per 
observation interval) of obtaining a false alarm-re., obtaining a "data disturbance" 
annunciation when, in fact, the signals under surveillance are undegraded. 

FIGS. 6 and 7 illustrate sequences of SPRT results for raw DND signals and for 
spectrally-whitened DND signals, respectively. In FIGS. 6A and 6B, and 7A and 7B, 
respectively, are shown the DN signals from detectors DND- A and DND-B. The 
steady-state values of the signals have been normalized to zero. 
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TABLE I 

Effectiveness of Spectral Filtering for Measured Plant Signals 



FisheT Kappa Test Statistic (N= 1 6.384) 


Plant Variable I.D. 


Raw Signal 


Residua] Function 


Pump 1 Power 


1940 


68.7 


Pump 2 Power 


366 


52.2 


Pump 1 Speed 


181 


25.6 


Pump 2 Speed 


299 


30.9 


Pump 1 Radial Vibr (top) 


123 


67.7 


Pump 2 Radial Vibr (top) 


155 


65.4 


Pump 1 Radial Vibr (bottom) 


1520 


290.0 


Pump 2 Radial Vibr (bottom) 


1694 


80.1 


DN Monitor A 


96 


39.4 


DN Monitor B 


81 


44.9 


DN Detector 1 


86 


36.0 


DN Detector 2 


149 


44.1 


DN Detector 3 


13 


8.2 



Normalization to adjust for differences in calibration factor or viewing geometry for 
redundant sensors does not affect the operability of the SPRT. FIGS. 6C and 7C in each 
figure show pointwise differences of signals DND-A and DND-B. It is this difference 
function that is input to the SPRT technique. Output from the SPRT method is shown for a 
250-second segment in FIGS. 6D and 7D. 

Interpretation of the SPRT output in FIGS. 6D and 7D is as follows: When the SPRT 
index reaches a lower threshold, A, one can conclude with a 99% confidence factor that 
there is no degradation in the sensors. For this demonstration A is equal to 4.60, which 
corresponds to false-alarm and missed-alarm probabilities of 0.01. As FIGS. 6D and 7D 
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illustrate, each time the SPRT output data reaches A, it is reset to zero and the surveillance 
continues. 

If the SPRT index drifts in the positive direction and exceeds a positive threshold, B, 
of +4.60, then it can be concluded with a 99% confidence factor that there is degradation in 
at least one of the sensors. Any triggers of the positive threshold are signified with diamond 
symbols in FIGS. 6D and 7D. In this case, since we can certify that the sensors were 
functioning properly during the time period our signals were being archived, any triggers of 
the positive threshold are false alarms. 

If we extend sufficiently the surveillance experiment illustrated in FIG. 6D, we can 
get an asymptotic estimate of the false alarm probability a. We have performed this exercise 
using 1000-observation windows, tracking the frequency of false alarm trips in each 
window, then repeating the procedure for a total of sixteen independent windows to get an 
estimate of the variance on this procedure for evaluating the false alarm probability. The 
resulting false-alarm frequency for the raw, unfiltered, signals is a = 0.07330 with a 
variance of 0.000075. The very small variance shows that there would be only a negligible 
improvement in our estimate by extending the experiment to longer data streams. This value 
of a is significantly higher than the design value of a = 0.01, and illustrates the danger of 
blindly applying a SPRT test technique to signals that may be contaminated by excessive 
serial correlation. 

The data output shown in FIG. 7D employs the complete SPRT technique shown 
schematically in FIG. 8. When we repeat the foregoing exercise using 16 independent 
1000-observation windows, we obtain an asymptotic cumulative false-alarm frequency of 
0.009142 with a variance of 0.000036. This is less than (i.e. . more conservative than) the 
design value of a = .01, as desired. 

It will be recalled from the description hereinbefore regarding one preferred 
embodiment, we have used the eight most prominent harmonics in the spectral filtration 
stage of the SPRT technique. By repeating the foregoing empirical procedure for evaluating 
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the asymptotic values of a, we have found that eight modes are sufficient for the input 
variables shown in Table I. Furthermore, by simulating subtle degradation in individual 
signals, we have found that the presence of serial correlation in raw signals gives rise to 
excessive missed-alarm probabilities as well. In this case spectral whitening is equally 
effective in ensuring that pre-specified missed-alarm probabilities are not exceeded using the 
SPRT technique. 

In a different form of the invention, it is not necessary to have real sensors paired off 
to form a difference function. Each single sensor can provide a real signal characteristic of 
an ongoing process and a record artificial signal can be generated to allow formation of a 
difference function. Techniques such as an auto regressive moving average (ARMA) 
methodology can be used to provide the appropriate signal, such as a DC level signal, a 
cyclic signal or other predictable signal. Such an ARMA method is a well-known procedure 
for generating artificial signal values, and this method can even be used to learn the 
particular cyclic nature of a process being monitored enabling construction of the artificial 
-signal. 

The two signals, one a real sensor signal and the other an artificial signal, can thus be 
used in the same manner as described hereinbefore for two (paired) real sensor signals. The 
difference function Y is then formed, transformations performed and a residual function is 
determined which is free of serially correlated noise. 

Fourier techniques are very effective in achieving a whitened signal for analysis, but 
there are other means to achieve substantially the same results using a different analytical 
methodology. For example, filtration of serial correlation can be accomplished by using the 
ARMA method. This ARMA technique estimates the specific correlation structure existing 
between sensor points of an industrial process and utilizes this correlation estimate to 
effectively filter the data sample being evaluated. 

A technique has therefore been devised which integrates frequency-domain filtering 
with sequential testing methodology to provide a solution to a problem that is endemic to 
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industrial signal surveillance. The subject invention particularly allows sensing slow 
degradation that evolves over a long time period (gradual decalibration bias in a sensor, 
appearance of a new radiation source in the presence of a noisy background signal, wear out 
or buildup of a radial nib in rotating machinery, etc.). The system thus can alert the operator 
of the incipience or onset of the disturbance long before it would be apparent to visual 
inspection of strip chart or CRT signal traces, and well before conventional threshold limit 
checks would be tripped. This permits the operator to terminate, modify or avoid events that 
might otherwise challenge technical specification guidelines or availability goals. Thus, in 
many cases the operator can schedule corrective actions (sensor replacement or recalibration; 
component adjustment, alignment, or rebalancing; etc.) to be performed during a scheduled 
system outage. 

Another important feature of the technique which distinguishes it from conventional 
methods is the built-in quantitative false-alarm and missed-alarm probabilities. This is quite 
important in the context of high-risk industrial processes and applications. The invention 
makes it possible to apply formal reliability analysis methods to an overall system 
comprising a network of interacting SPRT modules that are simultaneously monitoring a 
variety of plan variables. This amenability to formal reliability analysis methodology will, 
for example, greatly enhance the process of granting approval for nuclear-plant applications^ 
of the invention, a system that can potentially save a utility millions of dollars per year per 
reactor. 

In another form of the invention, an artificial-intelligence based expert system 100 
(see FIG. 12) has been developed for automatically configuring a set of sensors A, B, C and 
D to perform signal validation and sensor-operability surveillance in industrial applications 
that require high reliability, high sensitivity annunciation of degraded sensors, discrepant 
signals, or the onset of process anomalies. This expert system 100 comprises an 
interconnected network of high sensitivity pattern-recognition modules 102 (see FIGS. 9-11). 
The modules 102 embody the SPRT methodology described hereinbefore for automated 
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parameter surveillance. The SPRT method examines the noise characteristics of signals 
from identical pairs of sensors 104 deployed for redundant readings of continuous physical 
processes from a particular industrial device 106. The comparative analysis of the noise 
characteristics of a pair of signals, as opposed to their mean values, permits an early 
identification of a disturbance prior to significant (grossly observable) changes in the 
operating state of the process. As described in more detail hereinbefore, the SPRT method 
provides a superior surveillance tool because it is sensitive not only to disturbances in signal 
mean, but also to very subtle changes in the skewness, bias, or variance of the stochastic 
noise patterns associated with monitored signals. The use of two or more identical ones of 
the sensors 104 also permits the validation of these sensors 104, Le^, determines if the 
indicated disturbance is due to a change in the physical process or to a fault in either of the 
sensors 104. 

For sudden, gross failures of one of the sensors 104 or components of the system 100, 
the SPRT module 102 would annunciate the disturbance as fast as a conventional threshold 
limit check. However, for slow degradation that evolves over a long time period (gradual 
decalibration bias in a sensor, wearout or buildup of a radial rub in rotating machinery, etc.), 
the SPRT module 102 provides the earliest possible annunciation of the onset of anomalous 
patterns in physical process variables. The SPRT-based expert system 100 can alert the 
operator to the incipience of the disturbance long before it would be apparent to visual 
inspection of strip chart or CRT signal traces, and well before conventional threshold limit 
checks would be tripped. This permits the operator to terminate or avoid events that might 
otherwise challenge technical specification guidelines or availability goals, and in many 
cases, to schedule corrective actions (sensor replacement or recalibration; component 
adjustment, alignment, or rebalancing; etc.) to be performed during a scheduled system 
outage. 

The expert system 100 embodies the logic rules that convey to the operator the status 
of the sensors 104 and the industrial devices 106 connected to a SPRT network 108 (see 




WO 97/14105 PCT/US96/16092 

19 

FIG. 12). When one or more of the SPRT modules 102 indicate a disturbance in sensor 
signals ( i.e.. the SPRT modules 102 trip) the expert system 100 determines which of the 
sensors 104 and/or the devices 106 are affected. The expert system 100 is designed to work 
with any network of the SPRT modules 102, encompassing any number of the industrial 
devices 106, process variables, and redundant ones of the sensors 104. 

In a most preferred embodiment, the expert system 100 is operated using computer 
software written in the well known "LISP" language (see Appendix B attached hereto). In 
this embodiment, the expert system 100 is divided into two segments which act as pre- and 
post-processors for the SPRT module computer code. The pre-processor section is used to 
set up operation of the SPRT network 108 and forge connections between the sensor data 
stream and the SPRT modules 102. The post-processor section contains the logic rules 
which interpret the output of the SPRT modules 102. 

The logic for the expert system 100 depends upon the grouping of the SPRT 
modules 102. Each of the SPRT modules 102 monitors two identical sensors 104 which 
measure a physical process variable. (See FIGS. 9-11.) The two sensors can either be 
redundant sensors 104 on one of the industrial devices 106 or separate sensors 104 on two 
identical ones of the industrial devices 106 that are operated in parallel. A group of the 
modules 102 entails all of the connections between the identical sensors 104 for a given 
physical variable on a group of the industrial devices 106. The number of the modules 102 
in a group depends upon the number of identical devices 106 that are operated in parallel and 
the number of redundant sensors 104 on each device 106 which observe the response of a 
physical variable. For instance, suppose the expert system 100 is to be applied to an 
industrial system which contains three identical coolant pumps (not shown). Furthermore, 
suppose each coolant pump contains two redundant pressure transducers and one 
thermocouple (not shown). This system 100 would be modeled by two groups of the 
modules 102. The first group of the modules 102 would connect the six total pressure 
transducers which measure pump pressure. The second group of the modules 102 would 
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connect the three total thermocouples which measure coolant temperature. For a given 
group of related sensors 104, the data from each of the sensors 104 are fed into the 
modules 102. Since the module 102 performs a comparison test between the two 
sensors 104, the tripping of both of the modules 102 connected to the sensor 104 (in the 
absence of other tripped modules 102 in the same group) is a necessary and sufficient 
condition to conclude that the sensor 104 has failed. Therefore, for a group of related 
sensors 104, the minimum number of modules 102 needed to enable sensor detection is the 
same as the number of the sensors 104 in the group. For the example discussed above, the 
number of the modules 102 in the first group would be six, and the number of the 
modules 102 in the second group would be three. 

In applications involving two or more identical ones of the industrial devices 106 
operated in parallel and equipped with identical sensors 104, the module 102 applied to pairs 
of the sensors 104 monitoring the same physical process on the respective devices 106 will 
provide sensitive annunciation of any physical disturbance affecting one of the devices 106. 
If each of the devices 106 has only one of the sensors 104 though, it would not be possible 
for the expert system 100 to distinguish between device degradation and sensor degradation. 
In this case, the primary benefit of the method would derive from its very early annunciation 
of a disturbance. For cases in which each of the industrial devices 106 is equipped with 
multiple, redundant sensors 104, the modules 102 can be applied to pairs of the sensors 104 
on each of the industrial devices 106 for sensor-operability verification. In this case, the 
expert system 100 not only provides early annunciation of a disturbance, but can also 
distinguish between device degradation and sensor degradation. Moreover, when the expert 
system 100 determines that the cause of the discrepant signals is due to a degraded one of the 
sensors 104, it can identify the specific sensor 104 that has failed. 

FIG. 9 illustrates the first stage of the expert system 100 processing for a simple 
generic application involving a single one of the industrial devices 106 that is equipped with 
triply-redundant sensors 104 for measurement of two physical variables. The expert 
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system 100 first identifies the minimum unique set of signal pairs that will be needed for the 
network of interacting modules 102. FIG. 10 illustrates a generic application involving two 
of the industrial devices 106 that are operated in parallel. For this example, it is also 
assumed that triply-redundant sensors 104 are available for measuring each of two separate 
physical variables. Once again, the expert system 100 identifies the pair-wise sensor 
combinations that it uses in building the conditional branching hierarchy for the module 
configuration. FIG. 11 illustrates a generic application involving three industrial devices 106 
that are operated in parallel. Triply-redundant sensors 104 for measuring one physical 
variable are assumed. The figure shows the pair-wise sensor combinations identified by the 
expert system 100 for building the conditional branching hierarchy. These figures also 
depict the three main branches for the logic rules contained in the expert system 100. a 
grouping of the modules 102 based on a single one of the industrial devices 106, two 
identical devices 106 operated in parallel or multiple (three or more) devices 106 operated in 
parallel. The expert system 100 however is not limited to only one of the three cases at a 
time. The industrial system 100 modeled can contain any number of independent single 
devices 106, doubly-redundant devices 106 and multiply-redundant devices 106. Each 
device group, in turn, may contain any number of redundant sensors 104 and any number of 
physical variables. 

The expert system 100 is implemented using a stand-alone computer program set 
forth in the previously referenced Appendix B. In operation after the program initialization 
information has been gathered, the computer program prompts the user for the name of a 
data file that simulates the real-time behavior of the SPRT network 108 connected to the 
system 100 including the industrial devices 106. The SPRT data file contains space- 
delimited data values that represent the status of a corresponding module 102. The 
module 102 has two states: a 0 (non-tripped) state indicates that the signals from the 
sensors 104 monitored by the module 102 have not diverged from each other, while 
a 1 (tripped) state indicates that the signals from the sensors 104 monitored by the 
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module 102 have diverged from each other enough to be detected by the SPRT algorithm. 
Each line of data in the file represents the status of a group of related modules 102 at a given 
time. Each line contains a list of O's and l's that correspond to the state of all the 
modules 102 in the group. The number of groups in the network 108 depends upon the 
number of groups of identical devices 106 and the number of process variables monitored on 
each group of devices 106. If the network 108 contains more than one group of related 
modules 102, the data file will contain a corresponding number of lines to represent the 
status of all the modules 102 in the network 108 at a given time. For instance, if a system of 
the industrial devices 106 is modeled by four SPRT groups, the output file will contain four 
lines of SPRT data for each timestep in the simulation. 

Execution of the program of Appendix B includes two procedures. The first 
procedure (SPRT_Expert) provides the instructions for the control of program execution and 
corresponds to the pre-processor section in an integrated SPRT expert system/SPRT module 
code. When executed, the procedure first prompts the user to specify the number of device 
groups in the application. A device group is a group of identical industrial devices 106 (one 
or more) that are operated in parallel and are equipped with redundant ones of the 
sensors 104. A device group can contain one or more physical variables. The program then 
prompts the user for the following information for each of the device groups: 

(i) The name of the device group. 

(ii) The number of physical variables in the device group. 

(iii) The name of the first physical variable in the device group. 

(iv) The number of redundant sensors 104 on each device 106 that measures the 
first physical variable. 

If the device group contains more than one physical variable, the program will loop through 
steps (iii) and (iv) to obtain input data for the remaining physical variables. The number of 
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SPRT groups in the application is equal to the sum of the number of physical variables for 
each of the device groups. Namely, 

Once the program has collected the required data to set up the system, it prompts the user for 
the name of the SPRT data file. Execution of the program consists of reading the SPRT 
status values from the data file and evaluating the status of the devices 106 and sensors 104 
in the application, as inferred from the SPRT data. Program execution is controlled by a 
"do" loop. For each pass through the loop, the program reads the data which model the state 
of each of the SPRT modules 102 in the network at a given time. The SPRT data are then 
passed to the Analyze procedure. If any of the SPRT modules 102 in the application has 
tripped (re,, SPRT value = 1), the Analyze procedure determines which device(s) 106 and/or 
sensor(s) 104) are affected and reports their status. Looping continues until the end of the 
data file is reached, upon which the program terminates. 

The Analyze procedure contains the logic rules for the expert system 100. It 
corresponds to the post-processor section in an integrated SPRT expert system/SPRT module 
code. It is passed lists of 0's and Ts that represent the status of the SPRT modules 102 at any 
given timestep of the SPRT program. The number of lists passed to Analyze equals the 
number of SPRT groups. For each SPRT group, the procedure converts the SPRT data into a 
list of tripped SPRT modules 102. From the list of tripped SPRT modules 102, the status of 
the devices 106, and the sensors 104 modeled by the SPRT group are evaluated. Based on 
the number of devices 106 and the redundant sensors 104 in a SPRT group, the expert 
system 100 can determine which of the device(s) 106 and/or the sensors(s) 104 have failed. 
In some cases (e^, if the number of the tripped modules 102 is one, or if the number of 
redundant sensors 104 in a group is one), the expert system 100 cannot conclude that the 
device 106 or the sensor 104 has failed, but can only signal that device or sensor failure is 
possible. Within Analyze, the logic rules are encapsulated by three procedures: 
SingleDevice, for a SPRT group applied to a single one of the industrial devices 106, 
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DualDevice, for a SPRT group applied to two parallely-operated industrial devices 106; and 
MultipleDevice, for a SPRT group applied to a group of three or more parallely-operated 
industrial devices 106. 

The following nonlimiting example is illustrative of implementation of the expert 
system. 

Example 

The development of a network of the SPRT modules 102 for a general system 1 10 of 
the industrial devices 106 and the action of the corresponding logic rules are revealed by an 
example calculation. The system 1 10 of industrial devices 106 and a data file representing 
the transient behavior of the sensors 104 in the system 1 10 were created. A diagram of the 
system 1 10 is shown in FIG. 14 and contains two groups of the industrial devices 106. A 
first group 1 12 (identified as turbine devices) contains three of the identical devices 106. 
Each turbine is equipped with the sensors 104 to measure the steam temperature and steam 
pressure physical variables. There are two redundant sensors 104 on each turbine reading 
the steam temperature, while one of the sensors 104 measures the steam pressure. A second 
device group 1 14 consists of two coolant pumps. One physical variable, coolant flowrate, is 
gauged on each coolant pump by a group of four redundant sensors 104. The corresponding 
network of SPRT modules 102 for the system 1 10 is shown. Three groups of the SPRT 
modules 102 are required; with six of the modules 102 in a first module group for the steam 
temperature sensors on the turbines, three modules 102 in the second module group for the 
steam pressure sensors 104 on the turbines, and eight of the modules 102 in the third group 
of the modules 102 for the coolant flowrate sensors 104 on the coolant pumps. 

A complete listing of the output from the test run follows hereinafter. Input entered 
by the user is identified by bold type. From the PC-Scheme prompt, the program is executed 
by first loading it into memory, and then calling the main procedure (SPRT_Expert). After 
displaying a title banner, the code asks the user to specify the number of device groups in the 
network. 
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[2] (load "SPRTEXPT.S") 



OK 



[3] (SPRTJExpert) 

SPRT Expert System Simulation Program 
Enter the number of device groups -> 2 

For each device group in the network, the program requests that the user supply the 
name of the devices in the group, the number of identical devices, the number of physical 
variables in the device group, and the names and numbers of redundant sensors for each 
physical variable. The input entered for device group #1 is: 

DEVICE NAME: 

Enter the name of device group number 1 -> TURBINE 
DEVICE NUMBER: 

Enter the number of devices in the TURBINE 
device group -> 3 

PHYSICAL VARIABLE NUMBER: 

Enter the number of physical variables in the TURBINE 

device group -> 2 



PHYSICAL VARIABLE NAME: 
Enter the name of physical variable number 1 
of the TURBINE device group -> STEAM TEMPERATURE 
SENSOR NUMBER: 

Enter the number of redundant sensors for the STEAM TEMPERATURE 

physical variable in the TURBINE device group -> 2 
PHYSICAL VARIABLE NAME: 
Enter the name of physical variable number 2 
of the TURBINE device group -> STEAM PRESSURE 



WO 97/14105 PCT/US96/16092 

26 

SENSOR NUMBER: 

Enter the number of redundant sensors for the STEAM PRESSURE 
physical variable in the TURBINE device group -> 1 
The input entered for device group #2 is: 
DEVICE NAME: 

Enter the name of device group number 2 -> COOLANT PUMP 
DEVICE NUMBER: 

Enter the number of devices in the COOLANT PUMP 
device group -> 2 

PHYSICAL VARIABLE NUMBER: 

Enter the number of physical variables in the COOLANT PUMP 
device group -> 1 

PHYSICAL VARIABLE NAME: 

Enter the name of physical variable number 1 

of the COOLANT PUMP device group -> COOLANT FLO WRATE 
SENSOR NUMBER: 

Enter the number of redundant sensors for the COOLANT FLOWRATE 
physical variable in the COOLANT PUMP device group -> 4 
Once the input data for each device group have been obtained, the program displays a 
summary of the SPRT network, by identifying the SPRT groups in the network. 
The number of SPRT Groups in the simulation is 3. 
SPRT Group #1 

contains 3 TURBINE industrial devices 

with 2 STEAM TEMPERATURE redundant sensors. 

SPRT Group #2 

contains 3 TURBINE industrial devices 

with 1 STEAM PRESSURE redundant sensor. 
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SPRT Group #3 

contains 2 COOLANT PUMP industrial devices 
with 4 COOLANT FLOWRATE redundant sensors. 

The final input item required is the name of the data file containing the status values 
for the SPRT modules in the network. 
Enter filename for SPRT data -> TEST.DAT 

The analysis of the SPRT data is controlled by a do loop. For each pass through the 
loop, the program retrieves a line of data for each SPRT group in the network. Each block of 
data retrieved from the file represents the status of all SPRT modules in the network at a 
moment in time. The program analyzes each block of data to determine whether the SPRT 
status values imply device and/or sensor failures. 

In the test calculation, the first block of data retrieved from the TEST.DAT file is: 
000000 
000 

00000000 

Analyzing this data, the program reports that: 
Analyzing SPRT data set number 1 
SPRT Group #1: 
No SPRTs have tripped. 
SPRT Group #2: 
No SPRTs have tripped. 
SPRT Group #3: 
No SPRTs have tripped. 
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The second block of data retrieved from the file contains some tripped SPRT 
modules: 
100000 
000 

01000000 

Since only one module has tripped in SPRT groups #1 and #3, the program can conclude 
only that some device and/or sensor failures may have occurred. The program identifies 
which modules have tripped and which devices or sensors are affected. 

Analyzing SPRT data set number 2 
SPRT Group #1: 

For the STEAM TEMPERATURE physical variable of the TURBrNE devices: 

These 1 of the 6 SPRTs have tripped -> 

Al-Bl 

*** DEVICE NUMBER A OR DEVICE NUMBER B OF THE TURBINE DEVICES, 

SENSOR NUMBER Al, OR SENSOR NUMBER Bl MAY BE FAILING *** 
SPRT Group U2; 
No SPRTs have tripped. 
SPRT Group #3: 

For the COOLANT FLOWRATE physical variable of the COOLANT PUMP devices: 
One SPRT has tripped -> A1-B2 

••• ONE OR BOTH OF THE COOLANT PUMP DEVICES, 

SENSOR NUMBER Al OR SENSOR NUMBER B2 MAY BE FAILING *** 
In the third block of data, additional modules have tripped. 
100 100 
00 1 

0 1 100000 
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In SPRT group #1, two modules have tripped. Since both of the sensors on device A and 
both of the sensors on device B are affected, the code concludes that one of the two devices 
has failed. It cannot identify which of the devices has failed at this time though. In SPRT 
group #2, one module has tripped. The code concludes that one of the sensors or devices 
may be failing. Since both modules connected to sensor B2 in SPRT group #3 have tripped, 
the code concludes that sensor B3 has failed. 

Analyzing SPRT data set number 3 
SPRT Group #1: 

For the STEAM TEMPERATURE physical variable of the TURBINE devices: 
These 2 of the 6 SPRTs have tripped - 
Al-Bl A2-B2 

DEVICE NUMBER A OR DEVICE NUMBER B OF THE TURBINE 
DEVICES HAS FAILED **• 
SPRT Group U2. 

For the STEAM PRESSURE physical variable of the TURBINE devices: 

These 1 of the 3 SPRTs have tripped - 

Cl-Al 

DEVICE NUMBER C OR DEVICE NUMBER A OF THE TURBINE DEVICES, 
SENSOR NUMBER CI, OR SENSOR NUMBER Al MAY BE FAILING ••• 
SPRT Group #3: 

For the COOLANT FLOWRATE physical variable of the COOLANT PUMP devices: 
These 2 of the 8 SPRTs have tripped - 
A1-B2 A2-B2 

SENSOR NUMBER B2 HAS FAILED*** 



# 
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More modules have tripped in the fourth block of data. 
10 1100 
0 1 1 

0 1100100 

Since three of the four modules connected to the sensors in device A of SPRT group #1 have 
tripped, the code concludes that device A has failed. In SPRT group #2, two of the three 
modules have tripped. But since there is only one sensor per device in this group, the code 
can only conclude that either a device or sensor failure has occurred. In SPRT group #3, 
three modules have tripped. The code concludes that one of the two devices has failed. 

Analyzing SPRT data set number 4 
SPRT Group #1: 

For the STEAM TEMPERATURE physical variable of the TURBINE devices: 
These 3 of the 6 SPRTs have tripped -> 
Al-Bl Cl-Al A2-B2 

*** DEVICE NUMBER A OF THE TURBINE DEVICES HAS FAILED *** 
SPRT Group #2: 

For the STEAM PRESSURE physical variable of the TURBINE devices: 
These 2 of the 3 SPRTs have tripped -> 
Bl-Cl Cl-Al 

*** DEVICE NUMBER C OF THE TURBINE DEVICES, 

OR SENSOR NUMBER CI HAS FAILED 
SPRT Group #3: 

For the COOLANT FLOWRATE physical variable of the COOLANT PUMP devices: 
These 3 of the 8 SPRTs have tripped -> 
A1-B2 A2-B2 A3-B4 

* * * ONE OR BOTH OF THE COOLANT PUMP DEVICES HAVE FAILED * * ♦ 
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Notice that two of the tripped modules in SPRT group #3 implicate a failure of sensor B2, 
the conclusion reached by the analysis of the third block of data. But since an additional 
module has tripped, the code changes its conclusion from a sensor failure to a failure of one 
or both of the devices. Although the third module trip may be a spurious trip (i .e.. the SPRT 
modules have a finite false alarm probability) which would mean that the earlier conclusion 
still holds, the code conservatively concludes that none of the trips are spurious and decides 
that a device failure has occurred. The code assumes that no module trip is spurious, which 
causes the code to consistently pick the most conservative conclusion when more than one 
conclusion can be deduced from the data. 

The fifth and last set of data in the file contains additional module trips. 
111100 
111 

0 1100110 

The additional trips in SPRT group #1 cause the code to conclude that more than one device 
in the group is affected. In SPRT group #2, all three modules in the group have tripped. 
Whenever all SPRT modules in a group trip, the code concludes that all devices in the group 
have failed: In SPRT group #3 the additional module trip does not change the conclusion, 
since the worst-case conclusion (i.e.. one or both of the devices in the group have failed) for 
the group has already been reached. 

Analyzing SPRT data set number 5 
SPRT Group #1: 

For the STEAM TEMPERATURE physical variable of the TURBINE devices: 
These 4 of the 6 SPRTs have tripped -> 
Al-Bl Bl-Cl Cl-Al A2-B2 

♦** DEVICE NUMBER B OF THE TURBINE DEVICES HAS FAILED •** 
••• SENSOR NUMBER CI HAS FAILED*** 

* * * DEVICE NUMBER A OF THE TURBINE DEVICES HAS FAILED * * * 
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SPRT Group #2: 

For the STEAM PRESSURE physical variable of the TURBINE devices: 
All 3 SPRTs have tripped 

*** ALL 3 OF THE TURBINE DEVICES HAVE FAILED*** 
SPRT Group #3: 

For the COOLANT FLOWRATE physical variable of the COOLANT PUMP devices: 
These 4 of the 8 SPRTs have tripped -> 
A1-B2 A2-B2 A3-B4 A4-B4 

*** ONE OR BOTH OF THE COOLANT PUMP DEVICES HAVE FAILED *** 
Notice that the SPRT group #1, the code concludes that devices A and B have failed, but for 
device C it concludes that only one of its sensors has failed. For device groups containing 
multiple devices ( i.e. , three or more identical devices), the code applies its logic rules to each 
of the devices independently. Since for devices A and B both of their sensors are involved, 
the code concludes that the devices have failed. For device C only the first sensor is 
involved, thus the code concludes that only the first sensor on the device has failed. The 
code reaches the end of the file after analyzing the fifth block of data, causing the code to 
terminate. For SPRT group #3, a failure of one or both of the devices is indicated, although 
the pattern of tripped modules can also be interpreted as a simultaneous failure of sensors B2 
and B4. The code indicates a device failure because concurrent failures of two or more 
sensors in a group is deemed to be highly improbable. 

While preferred embodiments of the invention have been shown and described, it will 
be clear to those skilled in the art that various changes and modifications can be made 
without departing from the invention in its broader aspects as set forth in the claims provided 
hereinafter. 
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"i Include <sbdlo.h> 

. M * SOFTWARE APPENDIX fT 

< 

5 -i::c double zhresr. - 4.6; 



double sigi.aiq^.aigj/iiqA.sicS^tqo; 

double «p K l.spK:.r,rJ,rr«M?r-.!.i?r-S. S5 r.l^iaa r -.. 
double pL,p2,c3.p<l.p£,p6.?'.pu; 
in- cocaJLn - 0; 
i-x. Bum • 0 ; 

in- *la • 0; \ m 

double vl,v2,vj f v*,vi,vB; 
double =a,c2.Bw.ni'*./ni.*6; _ 
double stz.. el * c2 , cl , c* , , ? 6 . 9 ' - 
Icr.q seedl - 12; 
lono seed2 • 23; 
lcr.g 5cid3 - 27; 
ler.c seed* - 21; 
lene seedf - £2. 
lone seedS - 12; 
exierr. void r. c ~-s i». I ) ; 
e:;iecr. void scr*. M ; 

G*- the pazametsr: needed i." the 
«<At£(-\nIaBuc the stnror 'rilure micni^ds SHI."); 



«^fC-W»« the mean of signals 1, . 6 J~ ' > 



riiArsi - f spent "alarM. cii'\ "w") ; 
■^:Sli(*Jl«»:-\^««r Failure « 5 ni--^. S« - 

;i.r,t- 'ala— -\nSiqn*i A2 : mean itiu-%1! v-%ii",m2, v2) . 

k:^"- -\n5i?n*i Bl: mean mu-Mi variancs v-%if».*3.v3l : 

«SS-\SZjn*l 12: mean »u-Ui «uiue. v.Jlf-.»1.»4j ; 
i'-toli -\nSiqnai CI: »»n variance v-4ir-.aS.vs: 

'print! lialars. "\n \n \n \n"J; 

5 t ?5 , ?S" , SR^ t i:i;«- O.Q=,J - 0.0:,* - 0.0:;T - C.D:,0 - 0.0 

Si : : .SJiSniS : SKSS'* - 

while (nua < 500) 
( 

num I; 
sprtl - 0.0; 
sprz2 -0.0; 
sprzj - 0.0; 
sprt4 - 0.0; 
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spec 5 m 0.0; 
sprrS - 0.0; 
sprtl - 0.0; 
dumjpr- • 0.0; 
Ain - 0; 

CO 

( 

norrr.si_T.Usicl, 4sig2, vl # v2,ci,it2, «seeci, tsesi-l; 
r.c:=2i-- { i 3it;i , is;.c* , vj, ,rsi,r.« , ise±c2, i*eec4 ] ; 
r.o— s i^n (4 a iga , isigo, v£, vo,m;,cc ( £ aeeci, isfiecc) ; 
ciiii - s-gi - Sic2; 
Ciri2 - sig3 - sig*; 
diit2 - sic£ - sig©*; 

sprz isin, gi, thresh. cLitl, isprti, fiiumsrr-) ; 

sprt (srm, c2, tnresn, diif2, isprt2, iaaES?r:J ; 

spn (sia,gj, thresh, ciif 2 , isprxi, tdumspr;) ; 
) whil* ( (sarsl < thresh) £• (s?rt2 < thresh) ti (scrzj < chrssh) J ; 
i* ({5?r.f- thresh) II Cs?rt2 — chresh) I t (s?c^2 — z-zzsh) ) 

prlntf (" \nsprtl-il*, s?ri2-»r!i, sprt 3-*Ii'\ s-zzzl. !-n2, spr~2i : 
LI {s-szzl —thresh) 

CO 

{ 

ii { (srrt2 < thresh) ii <srrt2 > -ztz-sr.) ) 

( 

ncr^sir.U sir 2 , i s-r * . v • , v. , rrJ , n«i , i£€sc: , ise-c4 I ; 
ciil2 - 5ir2 - s-ci; 

s-r. (sr.T..g2. tr.resA. £Lti2. is"z2. U-t.s-") : 

J 

if ( ( scri3 < tr.resh) ii (srn2 > -tr.resh) > 

( 

ncrxsin ( 4 • ig: , 4aig a , v: , vi* , af ,r.a , £ seed! , 4 satcb* ) ; 
diflS - s-gi - sica; 

sprx (sfri. ?2 , thresh, dLii 2,4 sprt3, 4dMs=rt) ; 

] while (( (s=r-=2<thrtsh) ii tscrt2>-thresh) ) I I 

( (sprij<zhr=sal 4« lspr-2>-thrtsh) ) ) ; 
else ii ls?rz2 — thresh! 
ca 

{ 

ii ((spril < thresh) ii (srr-i > -cr.resr.) ) 

^ncrr^in£tsicl. 4si=2 . vl , v2, =J.,.t.Z, tseedl, isescl) ; 
ciiil - aid - s^c2; 

sprt. ista, gi, thresh, di» il, 4sprt.:, fidu-tspr^: ; 

) 

LI ( (spr-i2 < thresh) 44 (sprt.2 > -thresh]) 

ncrxsiw < 4S igi, 4sic6,v = .v6,r^, :nS, 4 se=dz, iseccfi) ; 
dL*t2 - sigS - sigo; 

sprt (s&n,g3 f tnresh, cir;2, 4scri2, 4dumspr-) ; 

) while ( t (srrti<thresh) " { s?rtl>-thresh) ) I I 

C lsprt3<thresh) ii tsprt 3>-chresh) ) ) ; 
else if (sprtj — thresh) 
Co 

ir (tsprt2 < thresh) £< (spr^2 > -thresh)) 

l normsim(tsig2, Csig4, v3,v4,m3.m4, tseed3, fiseeC*} ; 
di*i2 - sig3 - sig4; 

sprt (S^,g2,thre3n,dirz2.fisprt2,tdumspr-) ; 

) 

ii ( (sprti < thresh) (sprtl > -thresh)) 

nonarinttsigl, 4sig2, vl, v2,ml.a2, ;seecl, 4seed2) ; 
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s?c^l tslm.c^ ..-irmah.d . _ 

} while ( t ] 1 ; 

* -. - *i; M ( sorwl, s?ri2, s?rx21 ; 



( 

do 



ii {ton* < thresh) 

I 



"iar 5 «t a C«.t«j2.i.t«4.v2.v4. S 2.»*.»"' u '«— d, » ; 
Li lsxr=5 - thssan) *i= *• 

else ii.C(3Csi2 — tartar.) ..(»,--» 



( 

<ic 

t 

n 



( 

cc 



) uhii«((sp=-'. < carm$n) t. (»r- • 
if {s-z-*. < thresn) 

1 « - — «'~" - ~* ' " " ~™ 

( 

} while (<spr*6 < thte»n> *- <*P e - 
ii (spr&S < thresh) 
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} wkiie (dpi-. < thrtsn) ti (s?rt7 > -tnrea^j; 
IS (sprt7 thresh) a in - 6; 

eiia It (sort 6 — thresh) Aim - 5; 

') 

else ti^n - 7; 

(xln — 1) pi I-C; 
(&lm — 2) p2 — 1.0; 
(«vlra — 3) p3 1.0; 
(Aim ~ 4) p< — 1.0; 
(aim — 5) p£ *- 1.0; 
(aJjn — 6) po 1.0; 
if (aim — 7) p7 <r- 1.0; 
totalm *- 1; 

) 

J 

~1 - ol/tatiim; 
a2 - p2/tscai=: 
pi - p:/:cwia: 
c4 - p4/tst&L3; 
p£ - p5/tocalm; 
co - co/tstiiji; 
p7 - p7/t3ta!nw 

i . — " VZrrsi" icil rrctitili lies * " 1 * 

:::r;::- ( ,:?T;z;;-\r- ? o«i ^e.- a <^".c S -.i= s ~r. : *d".t=t3i-, .- 

ririntf <f=.lar^."\n ?(Alar.T. I sccndee) - J^.?*'- 

~z:.i-z.i (fa lira. "\n P(Mar= 2 seeded - U- . r * . 

irrintrtfalarrw-Vn ?(Aiarm 2 »ounced - J^.'f* 

£rrint=(£alarrt,"\n ?(Aiars < sounded - Ji- • 

'~Lr.-i [13.1a.— . "\n P (All— 5 seuncsci - U- . P- • 

:rrintrtralar=.-\n Pilars « scur.dedj - Jir.P* f 

rpri-nf (ia.ia.r3. "\n P{Aiam 7 sou.-.ced) - *ir .?') ■ 

izleae (iala— I ; 



-_ — t-'a cede :=r tr.e nuclear plant data, thincs neec es be 

changVd~wfaen" char.gir.c cays: ene filename anc the title Th^iileriaK 
The filename to be c.-.anced is at the cs? or the iriiowinc cede cn t.-.e 
first line c£ code (DO NOT CHANGE T2£ DIRECTOR*). The title to be 
changed Is on the 6ch line cf cade. To use the mean for the current 



day, 



'leave all procedures in as they &rt To use the mean of the 

r - --- --»->■ ' or code. This will 



day ran previously, comment cue the 7-9th lines or code. This v 
cause the means of the data to be read from a file created at tne 
las- -In - t". uev ycu car. compare the -hole month by using the near, 
of the first' day. *Ou«ut is directed to the file * sprtrp .1st' . In 
this file, the results of the sprt run including longest sequence cf 
railures and total number of decisions for each of the signal pairs 
is output. Tie signal pairs axe cl-c2, c2-c«. ci-efi. c7-c3. c9-cil. 
and cl0-cl2. In addition to the cumulative results o. the run, the 
«?Rf> and SPRT2 values at each data point are also given (to rsncve 
this feature, cemment out the '=roc print' procecure on the last line 

of the macro) . 

written by Kristin K. Hoyer 

filename snrtfil '-hoyer/data/r?/sprtvals. 1st'; 
lihname datllb ' -hoyer/data/f p' : 
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cc «L\s"m**n noorinc;_ lQ cll cl2 C 13 cl*. d» cl " 

vtr cl c2 c3 c* c5 < — C' ca 

CIS cl9 c20 c21 c22; ^ m3 m4 o5 3 fi m7 m5 »• taiO =11 =12 



-a signal; sec sicr.al; 

i - 1 - _ , . 

set datiib.^eir.s 
dif-1 " ci-«l- (c2-3i2 ) ; 
^ - « c2 -m2- (c3-nu ) • 
e^iiS - ci-m**- (c5-avz ) : 
ciii* • cr-ai- tc5-fa6) ; 
^. ZZ* . c7-m"- Cc9-mfl) ; 
<ii**i • cS-ms- iclO-alO) ; 

^3-; - cll-mli-(cl2-tnl2) ; 

di-*S - ci3-«13- (cl 4 -«!*.) ; 

d w*a . cI5-»15-lcIS-«16) ; 

h!*"0 - cl7-sr.l7-(clS-tal8) ; 

77**"^ - cl9-=l?-(c20-ai20) ; 

dtllS • cU-»21.(c22 : «22l / - 

2l2H3 Siill eif.'l2: 
r -_c —M^r-^iiS! clS'fcUfS diii« diifl ciSS'- ciif-0. 

r5 vtr-vl v2 v2 vn v5 vo 

_ ^ / 

caia s-cp\il; set s-q..--- 



var 

diiril ciii:2; _ ^ ^ u , v . v5 v5 V 7 v8 

cut-rut cut-catiii. :rva. 



set ' <±atlir.i?vars 
srni * * . S * v i-'^Q • - •* 
3 ^ - 2 .5*v2"0 
si=u - 2:£-v2^0.S; 
s *-s4 - 2.5"v4"0.£; 
s2m5 - 2.5-vi'»0.S; 
s£aa - 2.5*v6"0.5; 
sia7 - 2.S*v-*rO.S; 
sirifl - 2 .*»v8"0 .5: 
s£xS - 2.5'v9"0.i; 

- t . 5 »vli •-O . i • 
sir:12 - 2.S**'12*"0-5 
output; 



« w • * » » »^ »"* » w 

things nacd to be «. hc dat4 , the 

CaII * «-•? " C -:'Z e -. ve-iince oi 

the sxgn»is- .he . I0e f »iluse «*<jn- 

^riataXi thresh (in the S7RT wc.l t. cne 



variAblt 
desired value 



macro do2sprt 

thrsh • 6.9: 
wndu - 50000; 

retain fxiU 0; retain caU2 0. 
retain riiil?t 0; 
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retain raii2pc o; 
reciin £s«qpc 0; 
ratain faiisac 0; 
retain ri 0; 
retain il 0; 
retain flpt 0; 
regain £2pt 0; 
end; 

retain yrl; retain yp2 ; 

INC1- -GM<Sr5ft/2l-Y> ; ::x2 - -CM lSFM/21 -Y) ; 

Li (vol>- thrsh cr ypl<- -thrsh) then sprtl - incl; 

else spnl - ypl - incl: 
if <yp2>» thrsh or yp2<- -chrsh) then zzzzl - i.-.c2; 

eise s?rc2 - yp2 - inc2; 
vial - a?rzi;yp2 - srn2; 

17 SPRTK — thrsh THEN SPRT1-- thrsr. ; I" S5RT2 <- -thrsh ThiN SrR72— chrsh 

IF S?RT1>- thxsh THEN SPRTI-thrsh; 

I" S?RT2>- thrsh THZN 52RT2«thrsh; 

17 (SPRT1 >- thzsh) THIN TRIPHI - L; 

17 (SPRT2 >- thrsh) THEN TRIPHI - I: 

ZT (SPRT1 <- -thrsn) THZN TS.IPH2 - 1; 

17 (SPR72 <- -thrsh) THZN TRIPK2 - 1; 

17 (S2HT1 <• -tnrsh) THIN £1-0; 

ZZSZ ZT (Sr RT1 >- thssh] THEN 00; 

n- rail: - i; 

rr cri - u teen f:?t - _x_; 

tND : 

ELSE DO; 

fl • Jaiii; 
T1?T - zaiii~t; 

END : 

I" (SPR72 <• -thrsfc) THEN tl - 0; 
ZLSE IT (SPRT2 >- thrsh 1 THIN DC; 
F2 - £aii2 -r i; 
I~ (72 - 1) THIN F2PT - 
END; 

ELSE DO; 

77 - rail!; 
F2pt - £aii2pt; 

END ; 

i? (t: >- failszq) tr: >- failsec) then cc- 

17 (Fl >- 72) THIN DO; 

7AI1SIQ - Fi;FSSQPT - F1PT; END; 
ELSE CO;FAILSEw - F2;FEZQPT - 72?T;I:;D; 

END ; 

ELSE DO;FAILSZQ ♦ 0;FSZQPT - 0;IND; 
£ ai.il il;fa±12 - £2; 
laiiipt - £lpt;iaiI2pt - £2pt; 
CNT * 1; 

VAL - MOD ( N ,wndw) ; 
17 VAL - 0~OR Z07 THZN DC- 
FILE print; 

17 (CNT > 0) THZN DO; 

FREQE1 - T 3-1? SI / CNT; 
FREQH2 - TRIPH2 / CNT; 

TOT HI + FR£QHl;TOTK2 FREQtt2;T0TCNT - 1; 
TH1 - TOTH1 / TOTCNT; TH2 - T0T32 / TOTCNT; 
ADOTRI? - FREQKl*»-rREQH2;AD0T-THl*TH2; 

ALPH1-T0TE1/ (TOTH1+TOTX2J* 100.0; BET1 - TCTE2 / (TOTHl*TCTE2) ; 

POT ' TRIPPING FREQUENCY- WINDOW SIZE; ' CNT/ 

HI TRIPPING FREQUENCY / OBSERVATION <->FAILUR£> : ' FRZQH1/ 
H2 TRIPPING FREQUENCY / OBSERVATION !->KGRMAL) ; ' FREQH2/ 
COMBINED TRIPPING FREQUENCY PER OBSERVATION ; ' ADDTRI? / 

LONGEST SEQUENCE OF FAILURE DECISIONS: . * FAILS EQ/ 

DATA POINT AT «HICH SEQUENCE FIRST OCCtJRRRED ; ' FSEQPT/ 
PERCENT TIME A FAILURE MODE SELECTED: ' AL?H1// 
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«ipM. - 0.- t r-. 7 h2 - 0 - 0; f»-l- - 



No" 1 „. v , ~< ch l t riph2 f»tls«q 

::cc r.ews metr. ^rr::... 



cc:?u; cue 



sec ene-SOF; _ ^ 
do23?r-r 



% M c=o i:urr«c; ,. ? prcatfCSirroS/MCOMSTRCCTIOJl 

/• £AS cacs rcR tha. s?--.-- 07- ^ d , CA ...i.nq the 

/. TSs« ■«« CCnS ' =UC 'L^c"culir S c from --he ccwer «pe«rxi 

/» highest Focrrer * oceS <<;-^I \, £ -tie • kriV 

/• *nc dices the c:ns:r::-sc c-.« - , 4 c={ie ftU =se= . 

/• Fisher K*pca Whiles- c c- pe. 



■/ 
•/ 
•/ 

•/ 
•/ 

-/ 
•/ 
•/ 
•/ 
'/ 



r and res-diki ^J..^ tov r.-i^ir. -oyer 

whitet«ss; 



• bv descending p_01 sJ- ; 
cAca'catlib.tisac- - 

11; " S - l; /• 0« 5 Miches-. =sc vai, •/ 

do i-J.~sa 4Mt1; /. acssss rourisr csei / 

set scr-spec patns-i: 2 Q /. w d £:« »nc rscsnstr / 

<*( i. -1) then sow«r-c-s_oi/- .« /jr cha K j Vti / 



7 



and; /• Fouri«r curve - pow« 

end; /• residual - noise / 

ain - min'l. 0/120.0; 
noise - trawdat - power; 
keep min power irawdat r.c^se. 



s; 

data, nevpsd; 
set newpsd; 
p res - P_01; 
keep p res rreq; 
data datlii.iapecaet; 
merg* newpsd tspec; 
by treq; 

keep tx%* P.Q1 P- ce3 
taetid f ourrec; 
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/ 

i-^s cac-a »dis G*u«itn random noise to the Fourier curve 

-i* - diirset s. w .=--ic csme Jrsa t.-.e I__-x.y w 

/. Twish ft m*cr=l the the rei«=sncs r*»e 'dset 
?=5C ~*n 3 dad-datl* <d,.t „« ^^L^eSSa* " ^/ 

output out-tvork vir^sigtnasc; 

i-X; 

sec datilb. idset; /-Generate tl-.e random citi •/ 

iU S Sr?.SS;«0.S . pew..-: /-a=c t= ' ? ew._- 

i"? ~ .*.-«.« ^ 



croc mear.a dats,-ciiiis . ic»«t 
%eand addran 



•,aiers ncrstst (r.-x) ; 

/- This uczs teats tiie r.= r=u-lity ?2 the ^ 
>• passed * B*r«eCK. " es ^\ re 

(with * micro) the c.1« reference r.«e 'dset / 
/. Wsirter. by Kristin Eoyer 

■ data tvork; 

set datlii.idsat; . • _.„-. 

F= =c means dati-tvcrk n r.:=iss slcewnesr Vur. ==-S i._ r.. r 

output cut-i-ats r.-n ***-™ zzm * A *~Z" 11 s - ./ 

/• ccmcuzs zhe «ktw contribution t= ...e tas- s J 

/* according; tAe Jchr.son Su acprc>;---t-c- 
data skau; 

<r 21 • ...» • • > 

wscr - -1.0 * (2.0Mfceca2 - 1.0)1-0. J; 
delta - 1. 0/(0.5 'leg (wscr))" '0.5. • 

alpha - (2.0/twscr - 1.01) "0.3: ^ . 0) .. 0 «,. 

z - delta* loeiy/alpha - (yy/ (ai?n»-ti=na) * 1.0) u.-». 

saqzbl - z'z': 
keep xscztl sic; 

/^clipure tSm tairwsi* contribution » the test stKiicic 

acwrdLg to th. Anscanbft and Glynn* Approximation •/ 
data kurt; 

aet stata; „ % , . . . 

k - (k+3.0*(B-I)—2/l(n-2)'(n-3))): 

(1.0-2.0/a»/(1.0»x-(2-0/|a-4.0)>"0.-). 
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I- (dom < 0.01 then d. J - -<ium3. 
« _™ 0 - 2.0/(9.0'*) - dum3; 
! _ "1 /(l.O/(9.0'»H"0.5; 

kse= «r=b2 It; . 
c«?.«: . CJiA so: . r . wisfe 2 de ? =«s ci f '/ 

/« G*- «-«■--* "* 

cizt p.uii_: 
file F=i~-«^ 
m«r?e skew Vur.; 
>c 3 or - xserbl. - xsqr=2. 

Bui «0 Xgoscino ?sa=scr. results .or 
-, SJeew . ; sic// 

'Test value ' fcssz/' 
proc univariate dita-ca usct 

Hraend norn^cst; 



:r.s v*riii:ie r c= dec arrays •/ 



*tnacr= runs (r-r) ; 

. . . / < ' - •* z or. c':.- ... •/ 

^utcccrreiatior. ir. Rec-e-s-- ■• * iirtrv ui-r*. •/ 

"U. ^eTnculk =e .ss,c,.c ;/ 

lLt>T Z- ■'"111., t"e = 8 " t = e r.c 8 ««• '**«' ' 
(ui -- * ^"'MrlUw by Kri«in Hoyer 

data null; 
rill print.: 

• ec end-*of ; Gec negative and positive rc..a ^ / 

if tr-. then goes ta^ss: /9 ^ ^sz.xq values. ' 

pr»4r>-0; 
nc-pr ; 

nrvT(l-?r) ; _ 
i* pr ne Lagtprl tr.er. 5 i - 

i- .ci Chen do; ^ ^ ^ M ' ii 

put runs// 
'Number of *uns ' * nr.// 

-tfunber of Negative , nD ; 

'Hmnber of Positive Residuals ^ 
/• Calculate che t Statistic 

xp- < runs-u- . 5 > / « ; pe-pr obno» (s? 1 . 
xn- iruns-u- . S ) / z : pn-l-proonorn t «) . 
put 'Test for positive autocor-eiat-cn 

* Test for negative autocorrelation / 
•Zm ' xn 'prcb > Z- 
cad; 
«mend runs; 



% include macros; 
%let dset*reconsi4; 
%let rawdat«cll; 
lltt specs«c-psdH ; 
%let & - 10'* 
*f ourrec 
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*vax firtvdax; /* o«t the r»siduils neeced •/ 

ou-pu-. cuc-tvorie tn«*r.-rau; /# £ = r -w- ' si<jn' truer = •/ 

*ec daci.idaec; 
i-L; 

sec tvezfe poinC*t; 
r* 4rawd*t - »u; 
rea-noiae; 
fceep s rea; 

%runa(r-r) 
*runa <r-rea) 
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S?RT_Expert Procedure 



• SPRT Expert Procedure 
(define <SPRT_Expert) 

o-r-L*v«n»ta Procedure - This internal procedure retrieves the SPRT data 
■ '' 5™ ehl bellied DataFile. The procedure reads the neat NLines lines 
*'*" f«m the aft The orccacure is recursive, it decrements HLin.s until 
' •' reaches 1 If the end-of-file is reached during Che data re- 

SS"l tnf eof "character is added to the end of the list returned by 
Ihe procedure. The procedure returns the NLines read as a list, 
(define RacrieveDat* 

(if (eof-objecc? CurreacUne) . ^rMcaed. - eeur3 

Currenclone ) i- mines ' read, return null . 

( " U?sc\£a1"co-Lisc (string- list OirrentLine) > > 
cons (Chars-co-Lisc (string- list CurrencLine) 

(Recrieveflaca (• Nlines 1) DataFile) )))))) 

. . ch.ri.ta.Liie Procedure - This internal procedure recursively converts a 
o\ cnaractSs Sat contain embedded 0 and 1 characters into a list 
ot 0 s aid IT. Any other character than a 0 or 1 is ignorea. 
(define Chars-co-List 

(lambda (Chars) • if end of list, return null, 

(cond ( (null? Chars) ()) • " *7° ° = 

((char-? (car Chars) S 0) , Add 0 to list. 

(cons 0 (Chars-co-List (cdr Chars))) ) 
((char-? (car Chars) t 1) » *f* 1 co Usc - 

(cons 1 (Chars -to-List (cdr Chars > 
(else (Chars-co-List (cdr Chars))) ) ) ) 



Eof-Lisf Procedure - This internal procedure searches a Use element by 
Eoi List, rrocea ciasac . er . Ic recurns true if the end-of-file char- 
iccer~is found, or false if the list does not contain the eof characte. 



;; ;i;m«t"for"the"eof character. IC returns true if the end-of-file char- 
; ; accer is f oun 
(define Eof -List? 

(1 ^ d ^.iV , o^ect' Lst) i If the current object is the eof 

(if (eof-objecc. Lst) . chJiraccer r€Cura trut. 



Uf (null? Lsc) ) " the list is null. 

1 " j ; return false. 

(Eof -List? (car Lst)) ) ) ) ) 



LtscTriooedSPRTs Procedure - This internal procedure processes the list 

# el£i P 5!?f fit L oasschrougo the main do loop. E*ch element of the 
of SPRT data a past tnrougo «« ^ of sPRTs . Each 

iieLn^f^L^sc " Sroce.«d"yiS P intemal rSdSPRT. procedure, 
wnlct -eturnt a U« of P Sumbers where each number reprsents the SPRTs 
thtfnlv.™pjea U.e.. equal to ll . Thus if the following li.c of 
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;; SPRTs is passed Co FindSPRTs: [0 1 0 0 0 1 0 1], it would return tk- 
;; following list: (2 6 8], tne 
(define ListTrippedSPRTs . 

Main body of ListTrippedSPRTs 

This procion of the procedure passes each element of SPRT List to 
FindSPRTs and returns a list of the results from FindSPRTs 
(lambda (SPRT_Liat) 
(if (null? SPRT List) 
0 

(cons (FindSPRTs (car SPRT List) 1) 

(ListTrippedSPRTs (cdr SPRT_List) ) )')')) 

; ; FindSPRTs internal procedure : 
(define FindSPRTs 
(lambda (Lst I) 

(cond ((null? Lst) () ) ; Return null if end of Lst is reached 

((eq? (car Lst) 1) ; If SPRT is tripped, 

(cons I ; add number to output list. 

(FindSPRTs (cdr Lst) (▼ I 1) ) ) ) 

; If SPRT has not trinoed, ionore 
(FindSPRTs (cdr Lst) (+11)))))) 



DisplayCroup internal procedure: 

This procedure displays the input data for each SPRT croup, 
(define DisplayCroup 
. (lambda (GroupData Count) 

(if (null? (car GroupData)) 

O ; Return null at end of GrouoData list 

(begin 

(newline) (display SPRT Group £ ) (display Count) (newline) 
(display contains ) (display (caar GroupData) ) (display ) 
(display (caddar GroupData) ) 
(if (eq? (caar GroupData) 1) 

(display industrial device ) 

(display Industrial devices ) ) 
(newline) (display with ) (display (cadar GrounData) ) 
(display ) (display (car (cdddar GroupData) ) ) 
(if (eq? (cadar GroupData) 1) 

(display redundant sensor. ) 

(display redundant sensors . ) ) 
(newline) 

(DisplayCroup (cdr GroupData) It l Count)) ) ) ) ) 



;; Main body of the SPRT Expert Procedure. 

First, intialize local variables, 
(let ( (NSPRT_Groups 0) (NDeviceGroups 0) (NVariables 0) 

(NDevices 0) (NSensors 0) (Count 0) 

(DKame ) (VName ) 

(InputFile ) (InoutPort ) 

(GroupData {) J (SPRT_Data ()) ) 

; ; Print program title . 
(newline) (newline) (newline) 

(display SPRT Expert System Simulation Program ) 

(newline) (newline) (newline) 

;; Query user for number of device groups to be analyzed, 
(display Enter the number of device groups - ) 
(set! NDeviceGroups (string* number (read-line) e d) ) 



; ; Start do loop to input data for each device group . 
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(do < (I 1 (+.1 J)) > ~ « 

( ( NDeviceGroups I) St J 

Body of do loop. 

(newline) (newlin*) . } 

(display 

(newline) 

- • Query user for device group names. 
\a< .nl> v DEVICE NAME: J (newlme) 

(StSlay Enter the name of device group number ) (display I) 

(display - ) 

(sect DName (read-line)) 

! neW Ju^/ user for the number of independent devices in the group, 
idiaolav DEVICE NUMBER: ) (newline) 

di«liy Enter the number of devices in the ) (display DName) 

(newline) (display device group - ) • 

(set! NDevices (string- number (reaa-line) e an 

! neW £u1£/ user for number of physical variables in device group. 

Mi*Slav PHYSICAL VARIABLE NUMBER: ) (newline) 

£spS En«r the number of physical variables in the ) 

£s?laj DName) (newline) (display .f^V^d?? ' } 

(set! NVariables (string- number (read-line) e d) ) 

;; Start do loop to input data for each device/physical variable 

grouo . 
(do ( (J 1 (♦ J 1) ) ) 
( ( NVariables J) St ) 
Body of do loop, 
(newline) . . , 

Query user for physical variable names, 
(disnlav PHYSICAL VARIABLE NAME: ) (newline) 

(display Enter the name of physical variable number ) 

(display J) (newline) 

(display - of the ) (display DName) 
(display device group ) 
(sett VName (read-line)) 

! nCW iueri user for the number of redundant sensors in the group. 
'(Aisnlav SENSOR NUMBER: ) (newline) 

(diSla? tocer the number of redundant sensors for the ) 

(display VName) (newline) nM „., 
(display physical variable in the ) (display DName) 

(display device group - ) t 
(set! NSensors (string- number (read-line) e d) ) 

Increment the number of SPRT groups, 
(set! NSPRT_Groups (♦ NSPRT_Groups 1) ) 

;; Add SPRT group input data to the GroupData list. 
U.C1 GroupData (cons^ NSenaor5 DNamc Warac) 

GroupData) ) ) ) 

;; Reverse the order of the GroupData list so that it will be consistent 

;'; with the SPRT data. 

(set! GroupData (reverse GroupData) ) 

;; Display SPRT network data. 

(newline) (newline) +++++++++++++++4,+^+*.++*++++' ) 

(display ** * 

( newline ) ( newl ine ) 
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(display The number of SPRT Croups in Che simulation is ) 
(display NSPRT_Groups) (display . ) (newline) 

;; Call DisplayCroup to display the input variables for each SPRT group 
(DisplayGroup GroupDaca 1) 
( newline ) (newline ) 

(display ♦♦♦♦^♦♦♦♦♦♦▼♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦^^ j 
(newline) (newline) 

Query user for che name of che daca file chat cone a ins the SPRT daca. 
(display Eacer filename for SPRT daca } 
(sec! InputFile (read-line)) 
;; Open" SPRT data file. 

(sec!* InpucPorc (open- input -file InpucFile) ) 

Enter main do loop, which recrieves all of the SPRT daca written at 
a timestep. For each timestep of the SPRT program, a number of lines 
of daca are written to che data file. Each line contains che SPRT 
daca (0 s and 1 a] for an independent group of SPRTs. The number of 
lines wriccen during each cimestep thus equals NS?RT_Groups . 
(do ( (InpucDaca (RecrieveDaca NSPRT_Groups InpucPorc) " 
(RecrieveDaca NS?RT~G roups InpucPorc) ) ) 
( (Eof-List? InpucDaca) (newlineT (newline) 
(display End of ) (display InpucFile) 

(display reached S?RT_Expert terminates. ) (newline) ) 
Main body of the do loop. 

Dodate count, which counts the sets of SPRT data written to the 
file . 

(set! count U count 1)) 

Convert the SPRT data for this pass chrough che loop to a lisc of 
;; cripped SPRTs (i.e., SPRT - 1). 
(sec! SPRT_Data (LiscTrippedSPRTs InpucDaca) ) 
(newline) ~" 

(display ) 

(newline) (newline) 

(display Analyzing SPRT data set number ) (display count) 
(newline) (newline) 

Call the SPRT data analysis procedure. This procedure analyzes 
the list of tripped SPRTs. Each element in the list consists of a 
lisc of cripped SPRTs. There are HS?RT_Groups elements in the 
list - one for each corresponding group~o£ independent SPRTs . 
(Analyze GroupDaca SPRT_Data 1) 

; ; Pause the screen so that the user can read the results for the 
; ; current block, of data. 

(display Hit the enter key to analyze the next ) 

{display block of data ) (newline) (read-line) (newline) ) ) ) 



End of SPRT_Experc Procedure 
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Analyze Procedure - This procedure csntains che logic rules for the 
SPRT Expert System Simulation program. 

(define (Analyze GroupList SPRT_List GroupCount) 

. i rf ar - . this internal procedure controls the flow of 

; , AnalyzeGroup procedure This £ ^ „ d ^ lisc of crippe d 

lllls tlr Ttlllv of "dejendt" SPRTs. "Depending upon the number of 
I; devices In tC group. AnalyzeCroup calls a procedure wruch perioras the 

actual analysis of the data, 
(define AnalyzeGroup 

(1 ^1^ P SPRT 5 ^ l^'V :> (newline) 

display SPR.uiraup^ number of devices is 1. 

( " nd ( S C if (iSl7 slws! I « *° SPRTs have tripped. 

(b< (di^olay No SPRTs have tripped. ) (newline) (newline) 
U j ; return null . 

(SingleDevice (cdr Inputs) SPRTs) ) ) _ 
flea* (car Incuts) 2) ; The number of cevices is 2. 

( Uf' (null? SPRTs) ; Xf no SPRTs have tnpoec. 

^IdSolay No SPRTs have tripped. ) (newline) (newline) 
{ j j ; return null . 

(DualDevice (cdr Inputs) SPRTs) ) ) 

; The number or devices - 3. 
U U£ (null? SPRTS) ; « « SPRTs have tripped. 

* WiSplmv No SPRTs have tripped. ) (newline) (newline) 
. 0 ) * ; return null. 

(MultipleDevice Inputs SPRTs) ) ) ) ) ) 



singleDevice procedure - This procedure contains the logic for the 
I': analysis of a SPRT group which has 1 device, 
'(define SingleDevice 

(1 ambda i ,Inpu^ata^PRT_Da«^ ahie3 ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ,^ uzD ^ 

list and the number of tripped SPRTs. 
Het ( (NSenaors (car InputData) ) 
(DName (cadr InputData) ) 
(VName (caddr InputData)) 

(NSPRTs (length SPRT_Data) ) ) _ ioMd 
• • The logic depends upon the numoer of tripped SPRTs . 

< C ond || - ^PJ2s 3 ca,e. 3 or more SPRTs have tripped First write 
*.'. iessage Lowing, current device and physical variable. 

8SSS FO pny,rcalUrtaE^:« , ) (display DName, 

iJrtiSf NS^s'Ss^s^ of the sensors failed. 

<te«oin >' w* 1 " tnia «« s "*9 e « 

(displav All ) (display NSPRTs) 

(display SPRTs have tripped ) ) 
(b egin » or - wrl " this »« 9a S e - 
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(display These ) (display NSPRTs) (display Q f t h. > 
(display NSensors) (display SPRTs have trioned - \ 
(aewline) " p ' 

(DisplaySPRTs 1 NSensors SPRT_Daca) ) ) 

; ; We conclude chac che device has~failed. 

(newline) (display **• THE ) (display DName) 

(display DEVICE HAS FAILED ) (newline) 

(newline) ) 

( (eq? NSPRTs 2) 

In this case, 2 SPRTs have tripped. First write 
;; message showing current device and physical variable, 
(display For the ) (display VName) 

(display physical variable of the ) .(display DName) 
(display device: ) (newline) 
;; List the tripped SPRTs . 

(display These 2 of the ) (display NSensors) 

(display SPRTs have tripped - ) (newline) 

(DisplaySPRTs 1 NSensors SPRT_Data) (newline) 

;; Next, determine if a sensor or the device has failed. 

(cond ( (eq? (car SPRT_Data) {- (cadr SPP.T Data) 1)) 

;; We can conclude that a sensor Has failed, because 
the tripped SPRTs are next to each other. 

(display *•* SENSOR NUMBER A ) 

(display (cadr SPRT Data)) (display HAS FAILED *»» ) 

(newline) (newline) T 
((and (eq? (car SPRT Data) 1) 

(eq? (cadr SPRT_Data) NSensors)) 

;; We can conclude that the first sensor has failed, 

;; because the first and last SPRTs have triDoed. 

(display SENSOR NUMBER Al HAS FAILED •»»") 

(newline) (newline)) 
(else 

; ; We can conclude that the device has failed, since 
;; the tripped SPRTs are not adjacent, 
(display *»» TEE ) {display DName) 
(display DEVICE EAS FAILED »»* ) (newline) 
(newline) ) ) ) 



) (display DName) 



( (eq? NSPRTs 1) 

In this case, 1 SPRT has tripped. This is due either to 
a early indication of a sensor or device failure, or to 
a spurious SPRT trip. We conclude a possible failure, 
(display For the ) (display VName) 
(display physical variable of the 
(display device: ) (newline) 
(display One SPRT has tripped - ) 
(DisplaySPRTs 1 NSensors SPRT_Data) 
(display **» THE ) (display~DName) 
(if "(eq? (car SPRT_Data) NSensors) 
(begin 

(display SENSOR NUMBER Al. ) 
(display OR SENSOR NUMBER A ) 

(display NSensors) (display MAY BE FAILING 
(newline) (newline) ) 



(newline) 
(display 

(newline) 



DEVICE. ) 



(begin 
(display 
(display 
(display 
(display 
(display 
(newline) 



SENSOR NUMBER A ) (display (car SPRT Data) ) 

, ) (newline) 

OR SENSOR NUMBER A ) 
(+ (car SPRT Data) 1) ) 

MAY BE FAILING »** ) 

(newline) ))))))) 
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; DualDevice procedure - This procedure contains the logic for the 
; analysis of a SPRT group which has 2 devices, 
define DualDevice 
(lambda (InputData SPAT Data) 

First use temporary variables to extract the data from the InputData 
list and the number of tripped SPRTs. 
(let ( (NSensors (car InputData) ) 
(DName (cadr InputData) ) 
(VName (caddx InputData) ) 
(NSPRTs (length SPRT_0aca) ) ) 
;; The logic depends upon the number of tripped SPRTs. 
(cond ( ( * NSPRTs 3) 

In this case, 3 or more SPRTs have tripped. First write 
;; message showing current device and physical variable, 
(displav For the ) (display VName) 

(disolay physical variable of the ) (display DNarae) 
(displav devices: ) (newline) 

(if (eq? NSPRTs (• NSensors 2)) ; If all of the sensors failed, 
(begin ; write this message, 

(disolav All ) (display NSPRTs) 

(disolay SPRTs have tripped ) ) 
(begin ; or, write this message. 

(display These ) (display NSPRTs) (display of the ) 

(display (• NSensors 2)) 

(display SPRTs have tripped - ) (newline) 
(DisplaySPRTs 2 NSensors SPRT_Data) ) ) 
We conclude that the device has~f ai led , 
'(newline) (disolay ONE OR BOTH OF THE ) (display DName) 

(display DEVICES HAVE FAILED *** ) (newline) 
(newline) ) 

( (ec? NSPRTs 2) . , . 

;;* In this case, 2 SPRTs have tripped. First write 

message showing current device and physical variable, 
(disolay For the ) (display VName) 

(disolay physical variable of the ) (display DName) 
(display devices: ) (newline) 
;; List the trinoed SPRTs. 

(disolav These 2" of the ) (display (• NSensors 2)) 
(display SPRTs have tripped - ) (newline) 
(DisolaySPRTs 2 NSensors S?RT_Data) (newline) 
•; Next, determine if a sensor or the device has failed, 
(cond ((eq? (car SPRT Data] (- (cadr SPRTJData) 1)) 

We can conclude that a sensor has failed, because 
Y; the tripped SPRTs are next to each other, 
(display •** SENSOR NUMBER * ) 
(if (even? (car SPRT_Data) ) 
(begin 

(disolay B ) 

(display (* (/ (car SPRT_Data) 2) 1) ) ) 
(begin 

(disolay A ) 

(display U (quotient (car SPRT_Data) 2) 1)) ) ) 
(display HAS FAILED ) 
(newline) (newline) ) 
((and (eq? (car SPRT_Data) 1) 

(eq? (cadr SPRT_Data) (• NSensors 2))) 
We can conclude that the first sensor of the second 
device has failed, because the first and last SPRTs 
; ; have tripped . 

(display SENSOR NUMBER Bl KAS FAILED •»» ) 
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(newline) (newline) J 
(else 

; ; We can conclude that the device has failed since 

the tripped SPRTs are not adjacent, 
(display ONE OR BOTH OF THE ) 

(display DName) (display DEVICES HAVE FAILED ) 
(newline) (newline) ) ) ) 

( (eq? NSPRTs 1) 

;; In this case, 1 SPRT has tripped. This is due either to 
;; a early indication of a sensor or device failure, or'to 
;; a spurious SPRT trip. We conclude a possible failure 
(display For the ) (display VName) 

(display physical variable of the ) (display DName) 

(display devices: ) (newline) 

(display One SPRT has tripped - ) 

(DisplaySPRTs 2 NS ens or 3 SPRT Data) (newline) 

(display ONE OR BOTH OF THE ) (display DName) 

(display DEVICES , ) (newline) 

(if (eq? (car SPRT_Data) (• NSensors 2)) 
(begin ~ 

(display SENSOR NUMBER A ) (display NSensors) 

(display , OR SENSOR NUMBER Bl MAY BE FAILING •»* ) 
(newline) (newline) ) 
(begin 

(disolay SENSOR NUMBER A ) 

(if (even? (car SPRTJData)) 
(begin ~ 

(display (/ (car SPRT Data) 2)) 
(display OR SENSOR NUMBER B ) 
(display (* (/ (car SPRT Data) 2) l) ) 
(display MAY BE FAILING ) ) 

, (begin 

(display {* (quotient (car SPRT_Data) 2) 1)) 
(display- OR SENSOR NUMBER B ) 
(display (♦ (quotient (car S?RT_Data) 21 1)) 
(display MAY EE FAILING ***))) 
(newline) (newline) ))))))) 

MultipleDevice procedure - This procedure contains the logic for the 
analysis of a SPRT group which has 3 or more devices , 
define MultipleDevice 
(lambda (InputData SPRT_Data) 

First use temporary variables to extract the data from the InputData 
list, the number of tripped SPRTs, the names of the tripped SPRTs, 
and the list of tripped SPRTs for the last device, and two temporary 
variables for the main do loop in the procedure, 
(let* ( (NDevices (car InputData)) 
(NSensors (cadr InputData) ) 
(DName (caddr InputData) ) 
(VName (cadddr InputData) ) 
(NSPRTs (length SPRT_Data) ) 

(DeviceList (NameTrippedSPRTs NDevices S?RT_Data) ) 
(PreviousDevice (car (reverse DeviceList)))" 
(CurrentDevice () ) 
(NextDevice ()) ) 
; ; The logic depends upon the number of tripped SPRTs . 
(cond ((eq? NSPRTs (* NSensors NDevices)) 

;; In this case, all of the SPRTs have tripped. First write 
;; a message showing current the device and" physical variable, 
(display For the ) (display VName) 
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(display physical variable of the ) (display DName) 
(display devices: ) (newline) 

displav All ) (display HSPRTi 

l- c ;--0 cptJTs have tripped . (ncwUne) 

SSlly »- Sl ) (di.S.yW>evice.) (display OF THE ) 

IdiSiS DHamerfdispUy DEVICES HAVE FAIIXD — ) 
(newline) (newline) ) 

( i. Weu., X or more of the SPRTs tev. ertnMl.se we 
' ' i.r.rmine if anv device or sensors have failed. First 

^icf^Lssaw Jttowing the" current device and physical 
.'V Si! eh? ^2 of Che tripped SPRTs are displayed. 

'iSStS tel'vSSSW » (display 0Ha,ne, 

ffifiS ^"t^disp^f^s, (display ofehe ) 
(display (• NSenaors NDevices)) 

tripped SPRTs. For e ilin or i£ one of its sensors 

firS -y b^SiiS? ^he do list seeps from c.vi«. 1 to 

;; NDevices. , , , ... . 

(do ( (SubList DeviceList (cdr SubUSwi 1 ) 
( (null? SubList) (newline) ) 

? . ! rtSc 0 ! SsefShe temporary variables which contain 
I- '; the list or tripped SPRTs for the current ana next 

devices . t 
(set' CurrentDevice (car SubList)) . 

Tf this is the last pass through the go loop, then 
'I! cdrSnc device -is nuiber NDevices and the next aevice 
'.J ITthe first device [i.e.". device numner X) . 
Uf (null? (cdr SubList) ) 

(seti NextDevice (car DeviceList) 

(set! NextDevice (cadr SubList ) ) - po - s for 

- • The logic depends upon the numoer or trippec SPRTs for 
• ' the current and next devices . 
(ccnd ( (and (not (null? CurrentDevice ) 
(not (null? HexcOeva.ce)) ) 
. . in this case, the current device and the next 
I/, device contain tripped SPRTs . 
) Next we checx to see if the tripped SPRTs 
inroly a sensor has failed, 
'(if (and (eo? (length CurrentDevice 1) 
(eq? (length NextDevice) 1) 
(eq? (cadar CurrentDevice) 

(cadar NextDevice) ) ) . . 

In this case, the current and next aevices 
' - contain 1 triooed SPRT and the sensor num- 
Y; bers of the SPRTs are the same, 
(if (ec? NSensors 1) 

. • * If the devices contain only 1 sensor, 
Y; then either the device or sensor has 
;' ; failed, 
(begin 

(display **• DEVICE NUMBER ) 
(display (caar NextDevice)) 
(display OF TKE ) (display DName) 
(display DEVICES. ) (newline) 
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(display OR SENSOR NUMBER ) 

(display (caar NextDevice)) 
(display (cadar CurrentDevice)) 
(display HAS FAILED ) (newline) ) 

; ; The devices contain more than l sensor 
;; He can conclude a sensor has failed 
(begin 

(display SENSOR NUMBER ) 

(display (caar NextDevice)) 
(display (cadar CurrentDevice) ) 
(display HAS FAILED »»* ) (newline) ) ) 
In ehis case more chan 1 SPRT in either of 
che devices has cripped, therefore we can 
conclude thac the device has failed, 
(begin 

(display DEVICE NUMBER ) 

(display (caar NextDevice)) 
(display OF THE ) (display DName) 
(display DEVICES HAS FAILED ) 
(newline) ) ) ) 
Next we check to see if the current device 
contains tripped SPRTs while the previous and 
next devices don t. 
(and { (length Current Device) 0) 

(eq? (length PreviousDevice) 0) 
(eq? (length NextDevice) 0) ) 
If only one SPRT has tripped, then we can t 
conclude a failure, only that failure of the 
current device or a sensor is possible, 
(if (eq? (length CurrentDevice) 1) 
(begin 

(display »•* DEVICE NUMBER ) 
(display (caar CurrentDevice) ) 
(display OR DEVICE NUMBER ) 
(display (caddar CurrentDevice) ) 
(display OF THE ) (display DName) 
(display DEVICES , ) (newline) 
(display SENSOR NUMBER ) 

(display (caar CurrentDevice) ) 
(display (cadar CurrentDevice) ) 
(display , OR SENSOR NUMBER ) 
(display (caddar CurrentDevice)) 
(display (cadar CurrentDevice) ) 
(display MAY BE FAILING ) (newline) ) 
In this case, more than 1 SPRT. in the 
current device has tripped. Therefore we 
can conclude that the current or the next 
device has failed, 
(begin 

*»* DEVICE NUMBER ) 
(caar CurrentDevice)) 
OR DEVICE NUMBER ) 
(caddar CurrentDevice)) 
OF THE ) (display DName) 



(display 
(display 
(display 
(display 
(display 
(newline) 
(display 
(newline) 



DEVICES HAS FAILED ) 
) ) ) ) 

, , The last step is to update the PreviousDevice variable, 
(sett PreviousDevice CurrentDevice) )))))) 



NameTrippedSPRTs procedure - This internal procedure cakes a list of 
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^ • -a epoT, and converts each number of the tripped SPRT into the SPRT 
tripped SPRT s and convex^ corre3ponding SPRT name for tripped SPRT ll . 
name le.g.. ** • wnevs elements. Each of the elements contains 

SSTof »^d imf til Che corresponding device number (e.g.. the 
^5 2i?m«t contains the n—« of the cripped SPRTs for device Cl . It 
none olcSe IIS"iorVd«vice have cripped. Chen the corresponding el- 
S£nc is null This procedure is applied only co device groups chat 
concain 3 or more devices . 
(define HameTrippedSPRTa 
(lambda (NDevs SPRT Lis c) 
7T Creace local Iisc co store output data. 

Uet ( «£vList t» I through each of the devices, from 

device A P to debtee ^Devs". The loop variable. XDev. is che current 

) ] device number . 

(d ° i i ID ^evs ( ;DSr(rLlerse DevList, ) ; Reverse order of output, 
(set! DevList followilig unnamed function to each of the 

elements in SPRT List. Any null elements are removed 
from the list returned by map. Finally, the returned 
list is added to DevList. 

RemoveNull ; Call function to remove nulls. 

^lambda I SPRT) ; Unnamed internal function, 

(i* tea' (modulo SPRT NDevs) (moaulo rDev NDevs)) 
;; "*If the current element in SPRT_List is a 
' • multiple of IDev, then: 
(if (ea"> (modulo SPRT KDevs) 0) 

;; '"ln this case the devices in the SPRT are 
';; device A and device NDevs. 

(1 ** C Return list containing: letter ref- 
Y; ering to first device in the SPRT. 
(ascii- symbol 1+ NDevs 64)) 
;; number ref ering to the sensor, 
(ouotient SPRT NDevs) 
;; the letter of the second device, 

;; and the sensor number again, 
(ouotient SPRT NDevs) ) 
;; "Else, 

(list , ~ 

;; Return list containing: letter ret- 

ering to first device in the SPRT, 
(ascii- symbol (* IDev 64)) 
;; number ref ering to the sensor, 
< + (ouotient SPRT NDevs) 1) 
;; the letter of the second deva.ee, 
(ascii- symbol ( + IDev 65)) 

and the sensor number again. 
U (quotient SPRT NDevs) 1) ) ) ) ) 
SPRT List ) ) 

Add result from RemoveNull to DevList. 
DevList )))))) 

;; RemoveHull procedure - This ^ternal procedure recursively removes the 
; : null elements from an input list [Lst]. 
(define RemoveNull 
(lambda (Lst) 
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(if (aull? Lst) 
0 

(if (null? (car Lac)) 

(RemoveNull (cdr Lsc)) 
(cons (car Lsc) 

(RemoveNull (cdr Lsc) ) 



; If end of Lac is reached, 
; recura null. 

; If lsc elemenc in Lsc is null, 

; ignore ic. 
; Else add lsc elemenc Co ouraut 
) ) ) ) ^ 



;; DisplaySPRTs Procedure - This incernal procedure oucpucs the names of 
;; Che tripped SPRTs in Lsc. For each cripped SPRT listed in Lsc, che pro- 
;; cedure dec ermines che name (e.g., Al-A2,"or Al-Bl] of che SPRT and 
; ; writes ic co che screen, 
(define DisplaySPRTs 

(lambda (NDevs NSens LsC) 

(cond ((null? Lsc) St) ; Lsc is empcy, don c do anything, 

((eq? HDevs 1) ; Case for single device SPRT. 

(if (eq? (car Lsc) NSens) 
(begin 

;; In this case, che lasc SPRT {AN-A1] has tripped, 
(display A ) (display NSens) (display -Al ) 
;; Disnlay Criped SPRTs in the remainder of the list. 
(DisplaySPRTs HDevs HSens (cdr Lst) ) ) 
(begin 

SPRT number AX-AX+1, where X is che firsc number in 
;; che lisc, has cripped. 

(display A ) (display (car Lsc)) (display -A ) 
(display (+ (car Lsc) 1)) (display ) 

Display cripped SPRTs in the remainder of the lisc . 
(DisplaySPRTs NDevs NSens (cdr Lst)) ) ) ) 
( (eq? NDevs 2) ; Case for dual device SPRT. 

(if (eq? (car Lst) (» HSens 2)) 
(begin 

;; In chis case, Che last SPRT [AN-BlJ has trinoed. 
(display A ) (display NSens) (display -Bl ) 
; ; Display tripped SPRTs in the remainder of the lisc . 
(DisplaySPRTs NDevs NSens (cdr Lsc) ) ) 
(begin 

(display A ) 
(if "(even? (car Lsc) ) 
(begin 

;; SPRT number AX -BX+i, where X is the first number 
;; in che lisc divided by 2, has cripoed. 
(disnlay (/ (car Lsc) 2)) (disnlay -a") 
(display U (/ (car Lsc) 2) l)j ) 
(begin 

;; SPRT number AX-BX, where X is .5 ♦ che firsc num- 
;; ber in Che lisc divided by 2, has cripped. 
(display (♦ (quocient (car Lsc) 2) 1)) 
(display -B ) 

(display (♦ (quocienc (car Lsc) 2) 1)) ) ) 
(display ) 

;; Display cripped SPRTs in che remainder of Che lisc. 
(DisplaySPRTs NDevs NSens (cdr Lsc)) ) ) ) 
(else ; Case for multiple device SPRT. 

(if (eq? (modulo (car Lsc) NDevs) 0) 

; ; If che cripped SPRT is a multiple of the number of 
;; devices, Chen che SPRT number is NX-AX, where H is Che 
;; number of devices, and X is the sensor number, 
(begin 

; ; Letter representing device N. 
(display (ascii- symbol (* NDevs G4))) 
;; Number of the sensor. 
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(display (quotient (car Lst) NDevs)) 
; ; Letccr representing device A. 
(display 

;; number of Che sensor, 
(display (quotient (car Lst) NDevs) ) } 
(begin 

;; If the tripped SPRT is not a multiple of the number of 

devices, then the number of the first device is given 
• • by the remainder of SPRT/NDevs . 

; ; Letter representing first device in tripped SPRT. 

(display (aacii->symbol (♦ (modulo (car Lst) NDevs) 64))) 

; ; Number of the sensor. 

(display (* (quotient (car Lst) NDevs) 1) ) 

(display ---) 

;; Letter representing second device in tripped SPRT, 
(display (ascii«>symbol (* (modulo (car Lst) NDevs) 65))) 
;; Number of the sensor. 

(display (♦ (quotient (car Lst) NDevs) 1)) ) ) 
(display • ") 

;; Display tripped SPRTs in the remainder of the list. 
(DisplaySPRTs NDevs NSens (cdr Lst)) ) ) ) ) 



Main body of Analyze procedure. 

The Analyse procedure is passed input data and tripped SPRT daca super 
lists. Each element of these lists contains the input data and list of 
tripped SPRTs for a corresponding group of independent SPRTs. This por- 
tion of the procedure is a control routine which each element of the 
suDer lists to the AnalyzeGroup procedure, 



(if (null? SPRT List) 
St 

(begin 

(AnalyzeGrouo (car GroupList) 
(car SPRT_List) 
GroupCount) 
(Analyze (cdr GroupList) 
(cdr SPRT_List) 
(+ 1 GroupCount)) ) 



Quit if end cf list is reached. 
Analyze lst element of the lists, 
Analyze remainder of the lists . 



) ) 



End of the Analyze procedure. 
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What Is Claimed Is: 

1 . A method of testing both an industrial process and a sensor for determining fault 
conditions therein, comprising the steps of: 

determining automatically, using computer means, a configuration of a minimum 
number of sensor pairs needed to test the industrial process and the sensor for state of 
operation; 

operating at least a first and second sensor to form at least one sensor pair to 
redundantly detect at least one physical variable of the industrial process to provide a first 
signal from said first sensor and a second signal from said second sensor, each said signal 
being characteristic of the one physical variable; 

obtaining a difference function characteristic of the arithmetic difference pairwise 
between said first signal and said second signal at each of a plurality of different times of 
sensing the one physical variable; 

obtaining a frequency domain transformation of said first difference function to 
procure Fourier coefficients corresponding to Fourier frequencies; 

generating a composite function over time domain using the Fourier coefficients; 

obtaining a residual function over time by determining the arithmetic difference 
between the difference function and the composite function, the residual function being 
substantially free of serially correlated noise; 

operating on the residual function using the computer means for performing a 
statistical analysis technique to determine whether an alarm condition is present in at least 
one of the industrial process and the sensor, the residual function including white noise 
characteristics of an uncorrected function of reduced skewness relative to the difference 
function and being input to the statistical analysis technique; and 

said at least one sensor pair providing alarm information to an operator of the 
industrial process allowing modification of at least one of the industrial process and said at 
least first and second sensor when an alarm condition is detected. 
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2. The method described is Claim 1 wherein said computer means comprises an artificial 
intelligence system. 

3. The method as defined in Claim 1 wherein the residual function comprises reduced 
Markov dependent noise. 

4. The method as defined in Claim 1 wherein the industrial process comprises at least 
one of a chemical process, a mechanical process and an electrical operational process. 

5. The method as defined in Claim 1 wherein the step of obtaining Fourier coefficients 
comprise iteratively determining the minimum number of Fourier harmonics able to generate 
the composite function, 

6. The method as defined in Claim 1 further including at least one of the steps of 
modifying the industrial process or changing the sensor responsive to the alarm condition. 

7. A method of testing both an industrial process and a sensor for determining fault 
conditions therein, comprising the steps of: 

determining, using computer means, a configuration of a minimum number of sensor 
pair signals needed to characterize the industrial process and the sensor state of operation; 

operating at least a first sensor to detect at least one physical variable of the industrial 
process to provide a real signal from said first sensor; 

generating an artificial signal characteristic of the one physical variable; 

forming a sensor pair signal from said real signal and said artificial signal; 

obtaining a difference function characteristic of the difference pairwise between said 
real signal and said artificial signal at each of a plurality of different times of sensing the one 
physical variable; 

obtaining a frequency domain transformation of said difference function; 
generating a composite function over a time domain; 

obtaining a residual function over time by determining the difference between the 
frequency transformed difference function and the composite function; 
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operating on the residual function using the computer means for performing a 
statistical analysis technique to determine whether an alarm condition is present in at least 
one of the industrial process and the first sensor, the residual function including white noise 
characteristics of an uncorrected signal of reduced skewness relative to the difference 
function and being input to the statistical analysis technique; and 

said first sensor providing alarm information to an operator of the industrial process 
allowing modification of at least one of the industrial process and the first sensor when an 
alarm condition is detected. 

8. The method as defined in Claim 7 wherein the step of obtaining a frequency domain 
transformation comprises performing a Fourier transformation. 

9. The method as defined in Claim 7 wherein the steps of obtaining a composite function 
over time comprises performing an auto regressive moving average analysis. 

10. The method as defined in Claim 7 further including the step of determining a 
difference function for both the artificial signal and the real signal, as well as a separate pair 
of real signals. 

1 1 . The method as defined in Claim 7 wherein the residual function comprises reduced 
Markov dependent noise. 

12. The method as defined in Claim 8 wherein the step of obtaining a frequency domain 
transformation comprises obtaining Fourier coefficients iteratively to determine the 
minimum number of Fourier harmonics able to generate the composite function. 

13. A system for automatically configuring sensors for testing both an industrial process 
and a sensor for determining a fault condition therein, comprising: 

computer means for automatically configuring a minimum number of sensor pair 
signals needed to characterize the industrial process and the sensor state of operation; 

at least a first sensor to detect at least one physical variable of the industrial process 
to provide a first signal from said first sensor; 
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first means for generating a second sensor signal for comparison with said first signal 

from said first sensor; 

second means for determining a difference function characteristic of the arithmetic 
difference pairwise between said first signal and said second signal at each of a plurality of 
different times of sensing the one physical variable; 

third means for obtaining a residual function over time by means for deter minin g the 
arithmetic difference between the difference function and the composite function, the 
residual function including white noise characteristics of an uncorrected signal of reduced 
skewness; 

' fourth means for operating on the residual function, said fourth means including the 
computer means for executing a computer program for performing a statistical analysis 
technique and for determining whether an alarm condition is present in at least one of the 
industrial process and the sensor and with said second means, said third means, and said 
fourth means cooperatively providing a function comprised of said white noise 
characteristics of uncorrelated signal of reduced skewness relative to the difference function 
as an input to the statistical analysis technique; and 

means for providing information allowing modification of at least one of the industrial 
process and the sensor when an alarm condition is detected. 

14. The system as defined in Claim 13 further including means for obtaining a frequency 
domain transformation of said difference function. 

15. The system as defined in Claim 13 wherein said computer means comprises an 
artificial intelligence system. 

16. The system as defined in Claim 13 wherein said means for generating a second signal 
comprises the computer means for executing a computer program. 

17. The system as defined in Claim 16 wherein the computer program includes an 
autoregressive moving average procedure. 
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18. The system as defined in Claim 13 wherein the system includes at least one pair of 
sensors for detecting each of the physical variables. 

19. The system as defined in Claim 13 wherein said computer means executes a computer 
program including a statistical probability ratio test on the residual function. 

20. The system as defined in Claim 13 further including means for changing at least one 
of the industrial process and substituting another sensor for a defective sensor. 
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